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MCQ from Yesterday topics
• Q. Mihir Kanti Choudhury committee is related to 
A. Education.
B. Security 
C. Disaster Management.
D. Economic Reform.
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MCQ from 1st June 2024
Q. Vetiver Grass and Geo Tubes are related to
A. Agriculture
B. Forestry 
C. Flood Mitigation 
D. Oil Production
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Mains Practice Q
• Q. What are the recent initiatives to address Land Restoration, 

Desertification and mitigate drought via resilience in India?
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Disaster Preparedness GS3/Pre

• LiDAR, which stands for Light Detection and Ranging, is a remote sensing 
method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to measure ranges 
(variable distances) to the Earth.

• These light pulses—combined with other data recorded by the airborne 
system — generate precise, three-dimensional information about the shape 
of the Earth and its surface characteristics.

• There are three primary components of a LiDAR instrument — the scanner, 
laser and GPS receiver.

• Airplanes and helicopters are the most commonly used platforms for 
acquiring lidar data over broad areas.

Two types of lidar:
• Topographic lidar: It typically uses a near-infrared laser to map the land.
• Bathymetric lidar: It uses water-penetrating green light to also measure 

seafloor and riverbed elevations.
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ICT Platform E-Samiksha : GS2/GS5/Prelims

Administrative reforms are a continuous process and the Government follow the maxim “Minimum Government - Maximum 
Governance. Government from time to time brings administrative reforms, to encourage greater efficiency, transparent and corruption 
free governance, accountability and reduce scope for discretion.  Some of the major steps are as follows:
• Launch of “Mission Karmayogi”- National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building (NPCSCB), a new national architecture for 

civil services capacity building has been launched.  It is a comprehensive reform of the capacity building apparatus at individual, 
institutional and process levels for efficient public service delivery;

• e-Samiksha- A real time online system for monitoring and follow up action on the decisions taken by the Government at the Apex 
level in respect of implementation of important Government programmes / projects;

• e-Office- e-Office Mission Mode Project (MMP) has been strengthened for enabling Ministries/ Departments to switchover to 
paperless office and efficient decision making;

• Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS)-The Government is undertaking CPGRAMS reforms in the 
top grievance receiving Ministries/ Departments by enabling questionnaire guided registration process and providing for automatic 
forwarding of grievances to field level functionaries thereby reducing the redress time;
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Tobacco Issue
• Govt Schemes and initiatives for Tobacco Control in India: 
• 1. Cigarettes Act 1975-  ‘Cigarette Smoking is Injurious to Health’ to be displayed on cigarette packs and 

advertisements. However, it did not include non-cigarettes.

• 2. The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and 
Commerce, Production, Supply, and Distribution) Act (COTPA) 2003- The act contains 33 sections governing 
the production, advertisement, distribution, and consumption of tobacco in India.

• 3. WHO’s framework convention on Tobacco Control- India is one of the 168 signatories of the WHO’s 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). It was launched in 2005. It aims to reduce tobacco usage 
worldwide by helping countries develop demand and supply reduction strategies.

• 4. Food Safety and Standards Act 2006- Government of India has issued regulations under the Food Safety 
and Standards Act 2006 which lay down that tobacco or nicotine cannot be used as ingredients in food products.

• 5. Cable Television Networks Amendment Act of 2000- It prohibited the transmission of advertisements on 
tobacco and liquor in India.

• 6. Prevention and Control of Pollution Act of 1981- The Act recognized smoking as an air pollutant.
• 7. The Motor Vehicles Act 1988- It made smoking illegal in public vehicle.
• 8. National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP), 2008- The objective of the programme was to 

control tobacco consumption and minimize tobacco consumption related deaths. The activities include- training 
and capacity building, information, education, and communication (IEC) activities; reporting survey and 
surveillance and tobacco cessation.

• 9. Tobacco Cessation- The program provides targeted support to help people overcome the personal challenge 
of maintaining efforts to quit tobacco use. Tobacco cessation clinics have been set up across the country as part of 
the program.

• 10. Tobacco Taxation- According to WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic 2017, cigarette taxes in India 
are amongst the highest in the world. Cigarettes are subjected to high and discriminatory rates of taxation, as 
compared to other tobacco products. As of 2014-15 Government collected 87% of its total tobacco revenue from 
legal cigarettes
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Trust  and Understanding: GS4: Ethics
• Trust: Trust can be 

understood as our firm belief 
in an idea, a person or a 
thing.

To Become Trustworthy:
• One will always maintain 

integrity and honesty.
• Actions speak louder than 

words. One will always try to 
keep his commitments.
• Transparency is particularly 

important when there is a 
need to build trust. One of 
the biggest barriers to 
building trust is secrecy or 
dissembling.
• Being accountable is another 

important criterion to be 
trustworthy.
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When a man assumes a public trust, he should 
consider himself as public property” – Thomas 
Jefferson



Sankardev GS1/GS5/Prelims 2024-25 Example from the article:
Recently, a survey was conducted in 
the U.K. to ascertain who is the 
greatest Briton. The major 
contestants were dramatist 
Shakespeare and Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill during the Second 
World War. Most of the non-Britons 
thought Shakespeare to be a natural 
choice. But surprisingly, the citizens 
of the United Kingdom 
overwhelmingly voted for the late 
Prime Minister Churchill.
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Tea Industry Crisis. Gs1/GS5 According to the Tea (Marketing) 
Control (Amendment) Order, 2024, 
which came into force from April 1, 
2024, 100 per cent of dust-grade tea 
manufactured in a calendar year in its 
manufacturing units located in the 
geographical area of the states of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand and West Bengal, is to be 
sold through public tea auctions.
• After more than 350 bought leaf 

factories across Assam downed their 
shutters from June 1, Saturday, 
protesting against the Central 
government’s gazette notification 
mandating a 100% auction of dust 
tea grades, the Tea Board of India 
directed the tea planters of the state 
to procure higher quantities of green 
tea leaves from small tea grower.

• All Assam Small Tea Growers 
Association (AASTGA) supports the 
notification, believing it will bring 
transparency to the price-sharing 
system and ensure fair prices for 
green leaves from bought-leaf 
factories.

•

•
.
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Issue:
1. In auctions, the minimum time is 3 to 4 weeks after production, and very often even longer, because 
30% to 40% of teas in auctions remain unsold every week. If 100% dust grades are made compulsory to 
be sold through auction then there would be an increase in the printing time which may go up to 6 to 8 
weeks and thereby it would cause a huge cash flow stress to the producers.
2. There is no facility in Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC) for 100 per cent auction of made tea. There is 
no sufficient buyer either. Many buyers think tea manufactured in bought-leaf factories is low-quality tea



Plastic Free Brahmaputra GS4 • The United Nations reports that 
the Meghna-Brahmaputra-
Ganges basin alone sends an 
estimated 72,845 tons of plastic 
debris to the oceans annually—a 
staggering figure that 
underscores the importance of 
such grassroots initiatives.

• Their boat, built entirely from 
waste plastic water bottles, aims 
to raise awareness about the 
dangers of plastic pollution. The 
450-km expedition, named 
“Plastic Free Brahmaputra,” was 
flagged off today by Assam 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (ATDC) Chairman 
Rituparna Baruah from the 
Bogibeel Ghat in Dibrugarh.

• The boat used for the expedition, 
measuring 28 feet long and 5 
feet wide, was constructed using 
3,300 plastic water bottles
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Urbanization and Warming GS1/GS3
• Urbanization has significantly impacted the climate in Indian cities, leading to 

nearly 60% more night-time warming compared to their surrounding non-urban 
areas.

• Key Findings: 
1. Top Affected Cities: Ahmedabad, Jaipur, and Rajkot showed the highest urban 
effect, followed by Delhi-NCR and Pune.

2. Temperature Increase: The mean urban effect across all studied cities was found 
to be 0.2 degrees Celsius per decade, contributing to a 37.73% increase in urban 
warming due to urbanization. Overall, night-time surface temperatures in these 
cities increased by about 0.53 degrees Celsius every decade.
3. Regional Differences: Cities in northwestern, northeastern, and southern regions 
experienced a more pronounced increase in night-time temperatures. However, the 
contribution of urbanization to night-time warming was highest in eastern and 
central Indian cities, which are undergoing rapid development and expansion.

4. Comparative Warming Rates: Cities are warming at almost double the rate of the 
entire country. While most of India warmed by 0.26 degrees Celsius on average every 
decade, urban areas showed a more significant increase.

Recommendations

1. Mitigation Efforts: There is a pressing need for diverse mitigation strategies to 
reduce ongoing urban warming effectively. Increasing green cover can help moderate 
day-time heat but is less effective at reducing night-time temperatures.

2. Urban Planning: With India projected to become the fastest-growing economy and 
expected to witness substantial urban growth, these findings can assist urban planners 
and policymakers in allocating resources more effectively and building sustainable 
cities.
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RBI Gold reserve
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for the very first time has 

shifted approximately 100 tonnes of gold from the bank 
vaults of UK to its domestic vaults. As per the media reports, 
the bank took this move to save the storage costs of storing 
gold in a foreign bank.

• Since 1991, this is for the first India has transferred such a 
large amount of gold reserves overseas.

Reason: 
• Cost Saving Initiative: By storing gold domestically, the RBI will not 

have to pay storage fees to international custodians like the Bank 
of England.

• Expressing Confidence in the Indian Economy: Gold is often seen 
as safe haven for the economy by many countries, and recalling it 
back can be seen as an indication of RBI’s increasing confidence in 
the Indian economy.

• Possibility of Additional Gold Repatriation: Pulling back gold from 
a foreign land can potentially mean the RBI's strategic approach to 
managing its foreign exchange reserves.

• April 2024: RBI bought 24 tonnes of gold and increases its gold 
reserves to 827.7 tonnes2 June 2024 13



Thank You !
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