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About: 
• Diarrhoeal is defined as the passage of three or more loose or liquid stools per day (or more frequent 

passage than is normal for the individual). The most severe threat posed by diarrhoea is dehydration.
• During a diarrhoeal episode, water and electrolytes (sodium, chloride, potassium and bicarbonate) are 

lost through liquid stools, vomit, sweat, urine and breathing. 
• Dehydration occurs when these losses are not replaced.

Statistics: 
• Diarrhoeal disease is the second leading cause of death in children under five years old. 
• Each year diarrhoea kills around 525,000 children under five
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Clinical Types: 
• Acute Watery Diarrhoea – lasts several hours or days, and includes cholera; 
• Acute Bloody Diarrhoea – also called dysentery; and 
• Persistent Diarrhoea – lasts 14 days or longer 

Causes: 
• Infection: Diarrhoea can be caused by bacterial infections such as cholera and typhoid, or by viral and 

parasitic organisms, most of which are spread by faeces-contaminated water. 
• Contaminated Food and Water: Contamination with human faeces, for example, from sewage, septic 

tanks and latrines, is of particular concern.

Brucellosis Disease: 
• Brucellosis is a bacterial infection that spreads from animals to people. 
• It is caused by various Brucella species, which mainly infect cattle, swine, goats, sheep and dogs. 
• Worldwide, Brucella melitensis is the most prevalent species causing human brucellosis. 
• Brucellosis is found globally and is a reportable disease in most countries. It affects people of all ages 

and both sexs 
• However, Person-to-person transmission is rare. 

Transmission: Most commonly, people are infected by eating raw or unpasteurized dairy 
products. Sometimes, the bacteria that cause brucellosis can spread through the air or through direct 
contact with infected animals
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What is Domestic 
Violence? 
• Domestic violence can be 

described as the power 
misused by one adult in a 
relationship to control 
another. 

• It is the establishment of 
control and fear in a 
relationship through 
violence and other forms 
of abuse. 

• This violence can take the 
form of physical assault, 
psychological abuse, 
social abuse, financial 
abuse, or sexual assault. 

Reasons:
1. Economic dependence has been found to be the central reason. Without the ability to sustain 

themselves economically, women are forced to stay in abusive relationships. 
2. Due to deep-rooted values and culture, women do not prefer to adopt the option of separation 

or divorce. 
3. Lack of information about alternatives also forces women to suffer silently within the four walls 

of their homes. 
4. Domestic violence has sometimes been referred to as the ‘shadow pandemic’ — as the world 

faced an unprecedented crisis and lockdowns became the norm in several countries
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Occurrences:
• Latest round of the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21) reveals that 32% of ever-married women 

aged 18-49 years have ever experienced emotional, physical, or sexual violence committed by their 
husbands, with more rural than urban women reporting experiences of domestic violence. 

• National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21) reports that only 14% of women who have experienced 
domestic violence have ever sought help

Various Initiatives of Government:
1. Police’ and ‘Public Order’ are State subjects under the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India. 
2. Prevention of domestic violence against women is primarily the responsibility of the State Governments 

and Union Territory Administrations. 
3. 'The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005’, ‘The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961’, ‘The 

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006’, etc. remain 

Matrimonial disputes:
• Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage An "irretrievable breakdown of marriage" is not explicitly 

listed as a ground for divorce in the Hindu Marriage Act but has been recognized by the 
Supreme Court in various judgments as a basis for dissolving marriages. This concept is applied 
when the marriage has broken down beyond repair, and all efforts at reconciliation have failed. 

• Application of Article 142: The Supreme Court has occasionally used its powers under Article 
142 to dissolve marriages that are demonstrably beyond salvage, even when the statutory 
cooling-off periods or other procedural requirements have not been met. 

• Key Supreme Court Judgments Several landmark cases have shaped the application of Article 
142 in divorce proceedings, including:

o Amardeep Singh v. Harveen Kaur (2017): The Court held that the six-month 
waiting period could be waived if the marriage is irretrievably broken and waiting would 
only prolong the inevitable.

o Amit Kumar v. Suman Beniwal (2021): Further clarifies conditions under which 
immediate relief can be granted, emphasizing the comprehensive settlement of 
matrimonial disputes.
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Paper Industry: 
• The pulp and paper industry comprises companies 

that use wood as raw material and produce pulp, 
paper, paperboard, and other cellulose-based 
products. 

• The pulp and paper industry is one of the largest 
industries in the world. It is dominated by North 
American, Northern European, and East Asian 
countries. 

Latin America also have significant pulp and paper 
industries

Key factors that determine the location:
1. Raw material: The location of the paper industry 

is dependent on the availability of bamboo, 
softwood. E.g. South Gujarat, Odisha, Madhya 
Pradesh 

2. Supply of abundant coal: Energy requirement and 
total transport cost of coal offset the disadvantage 
of the dearth of raw materials. 

3. Nearness to the market: Some of the paper mills 
are located near the market where cheap labour is 
also available. 

4. Water Supply: The paper/pulp mills require clean 
water free from chemicals/pollutants.
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Issues:
1. Not enough raw material availability is a challenge faced by the Paper Industry in India. The 

Indian paper sector relies mainly on wood-based raw materials like wood chips and bamboo. 
However, there is a shortage of suitable wood and bamboo in many places. This leads to high 
reliance on imported wood pulp, increasing industry costs. 

2. Low use of mill ability is another challenge. Most Indian paper mills work at around 70-80% of 
their total ability due to various reasons like shortage of raw materials, lack of export orders, 
financial problems, etc. This less use of ability results in higher production costs and lower 
profits. 

3. High energy use is also a problem area. The Indian paper industry uses massive amounts of 
energy, especially electricity, to run its machines. But high energy costs eat into company 
profits. Moreover, power availability without stopping is still an issue in some parts of India. 

4. The Paper Industry in India also suffers from technology gaps as most mills still use old 
machines and ways even though modern techniques are available. Only a few Indian 
companies have adopted new technologies, while most work at lower ability levels. This old 
technology limits product quality and the ability to work fast. 

5. Division of the industry is a challenge, too. The Indian paper sector includes mostly small mills 
worked by unorganized sector units. Only around 20% of total mills are run by company 
houses with better resources and technologies. 

6. The Paper Industry in India also faces problems related to environmental sustainability. Though 
the idea of recycling is followed, getting rid of used water and air pollution caused by mills are 
major concerns that require industry-wide solutions. Stricter environmental rules also pose a 
challenge to working as planned. 

7. The lack of skilled workers is another problem area for the paper sector. There is a shortage of 
technically trained employees like machine operators, engineers, chemists, etc. Many paper 
mills cannot find suitable talent to run hi-tech machines and ways. This contributes to a lower 
ability to work fast and hampers technological upgrades. 

8. Inadequate research and development is also a challenge as the Indian paper industry spends 
only a small part of its revenue on R&D. This limits the invention and development of new 
products. Moreover, help from government research organizations to the sector is also 
insufficient
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