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News: 
• “India’s press freedom declines, says RSF index, citing concerns of political influence and harassment 

campaigns against critical journalists.” 

About RSF’s World Press Freedom Index 
Findings: 
• India’s press freedom score dropped from 

36.62 to 31.28 in the past year, as per 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF). 

• Despite a slight improvement in rank from 
161 to 159, it’s attributed to other countries’ 
decline rather than India’s progress. 

Key Facts about Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF): 
• International NGO defending and promoting 

media freedom. 
• Headquarters: located in Paris, France. 
• Holds consultative status with the United 

Nations. Defines press freedom as 
journalists’ ability to produce and 
disseminate news independently, without 
interference or threats to their safety. 

About World Press Freedom Index 2024: 
• Annual report by Reporters Without Borders 

RSF). 
• They Compares media freedom in 180 

countries. 
• Ranking based on political, legislative, 

economic, sociocultural, and journalist 
safety categories.
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Context: 
• India is witnessing the simultaneous global rise and regional decline of its power.

India's Global Rise vs. Regional Decline: 
Global Rise:  
• India's growing absolute power, peer accommodation, and active participation in global 

institutions like the G-20 and multilateral groups such as the Quad showcase its increasing 
geopolitical significance on the global stage. 

• Regional Decline: Despite its global rise, India's influence in South Asia is diminishing due to 
factors like comparative power loss vis-à-vis China, changes in South Asian geopolitics, and the 
rise of China's influence in the region. 

Impact of China's Rise:
• Shift in Regional Balance of Power: China's ascent in South Asia, coupled with the US withdrawal 

from the region and India's focus on the Indo-Pacific, has tilted the regional balance of power in 
Beijing's favor, prompting smaller South Asian powers to adopt strategies like balancing, 
bargaining, and hedging.

• Challenges for India: India must acknowledge the changing regional dynamics, focus on its 
strengths, and adopt proactive policies to counter China's influence in the region, including 
engaging in maritime opportunities, revisiting traditional conceptions of the region, and utilizing 
soft power diplomacy. 

Utilizing Soft Power and Adaptability: 
• Soft Power Utilization: India should leverage its soft power through informal contacts and 

conflict management initiatives to retain influence in the region, fostering dialogue and 
cooperation among political and civil society actors across South Asia. 

• Adaptability and External Partnerships: New Delhi's openness to engaging with external partners 
and viewing the region through a non-India centric lens provides opportunities for addressing 
regional challenges and maintaining influence despite the dichotomy between global rise and 
regional decline.
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