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Indian Press Freedom Index

India press freedom score
fell over the last year: RSF

Index looks at freedom enjoved by journalists globally; India is one of the countries where there's

a perception ol authorities participating in mass disinformation, says RSF director of campaigns

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

ndia's score in the
l World Press Freedom

Index fell over the last
year, from 3662 to 3128,
according to Reporters
Without Borders {(RSF for
Reporterssans Frontiéres),
which puts together an an-
nual index on the freedom
enjoyed by journalists in
180 jurisdictions. India's
rank improved from 161 in
2023 to 159 in 2024, but
this was because other
countries had slipped in
their rankings. The govern-
ment has in the past dis-
missed international rank-
ings of freedoms in India as
misinformed and propa-
ganda driven.

Norway and Denmark
topped the RSF table while
Eritrea was at the bottom,
with Syria just ahead of it.

“Press freedom around
the world is being threa-
tened by the very people
who should be its guaran-
tors - political authori-
ties,” the RSF said, noting
that press freedoms fell by

Press freedom fell by an average 7.6 points globally, according to
theindex put out by Reporters sans Frontiéres. st

an average 7.6 points
globally.

The press freedom
questionnaire covers five
categories — political con-
text, legal framework, eco-
nomic context, sociocultu
ral context and security.
Scores for India dropped
{worsened) in all but the
security indicator.

“India’s media has fallen

into an ‘unofficial state of

emergency’ since Naren-
dra Modi came to power in
204 and engineered a

PHOTO

spectacular  rapproche-
ment between his party,
the BJP, and the big fami-
lies dominating the me-
dia,” the RSF country file
on India said. Reference is
also made to “Godi media"
as mixing populism and
pro-BJP propaganda. [n-
dian journalists who are
very critical of the govern-
ment are subjected to ha-
rassment campaigns by
BJP-backed tralls, the India
country report says.

“Yes, the elections con-

text matters massively in
India. [ think this is one of
the countries where
there’s a perception of
authorities participating in
sort of mass disinforma-
tion and propaganda,” Re-
becca Vincent, director of
campaigns at RSF, said at a
briefing organised by the
Foreign Press Association
in London, to launch the
index.

U.S. slips in ranking

Ms. Vincent said that
among the countries going
to the polls this year, the
U.S. was the most cancern-
ing in terms of press free-
doms, including because
of the global impact deve-
lopments there had.

“We saw the catastroph-
ic effects globally of the
first the Trump presidency
and his attitude towards
media, who were labelled
enemies of the state and
treated as such on on the
campaign trail," she said.
The US. press freedom
score fell from 71.22 to
66.59 and its rank deterio-
rated from 45 to 55.
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News:
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« “India’s press freedom declines, says RSF index, citing concerns of political influence and harassment

campaigns against critical journalists.”

About RSF’s World Press Freedom Index

Findings:

* India’s press freedom score dropped from
36.62 to 31.28 in the past year, as per
Reporters Without Borders (RSF).

« Despite a slight improvement in rank from
161 to 159, it's attributed to other countries’
decline rather than India’s progress.

Key Facts about Reporters Without Borders

(RSF):

« International NGO defending and promoting
media freedom.

« Headquarters: located in Paris, France.

* Holds consultative status with the United
Nations. Defines press freedom as
journalists’ ability to produce and
disseminate news independently, without
interference or threats to their safety.

About World Press Freedom Index 2024:

+ Annual report by Reporters Without Borders
RSF).

» They Compares media freedom in 180
countries.

« Ranking based on political, legislative,
economic, sociocultural, and journalist
safety categories.
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The State of
World Press Freedom

Countries ranked by level of press freedom in 2024
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India's Global Rise vs. Regional Decline

ne of the deeply perplexing paradoxes

of contemporary Indian foreign policy

is that a globally rising India is also a

regionally declining power. While
India's global rise is a function of growthin
absolute power, peer accommodation and a
conducive ‘chaotic’ international situation, its
waning regional influence is caused by
diminishing relative power {vis-a-vis China), loss
of primacy in South Asia, and fundamental
changes inSouth Asian geopolitics.

India's aggregate power has grown over the
past two decades — evident in robust economic
growth, military capabilities, and a largely young
demography. Its inclusion in key global
institutions such as the G-20, as an invitee at G-7
meetings, and active participation in multilateral
groups suchas the Quad, BRICS, and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation further
highlight its geopolitical significance and its
powerful presence globally, even ifitis not a
member of the United Nations Security Council.
Thereis alot more peer accommodation of
(except from China of course) of India’s claims to
be a globally significant power. India's global rise
is also aided by growing international attention
on the Indo-Pacific, a theatrethat i pivotal to
global strategic stability, where India has a central
pasition, geographically and otherwise.

Extraneous factors

Despite this global rise, paradoxically and
worryingly, India's influence is dedining in South
Asia. When compared to India’s influence in the
region during the Cold War or in comparison to
China's influence in the region today, India’s
power and influence in the region has sharply
declined. This comparative dedine, not an
absolute one, caused by several extraneous
factors, will have an impact on India's global
pasition over time.

Paradoxically, again, some of the factors that
have led to the decline of Indian influence in the
region are also the reasons behind India's global
prominence. Consider the following. The
American withdrawal from the region and China
filling that power vacuum have been
disadvantageous to India. But that is, at the same
time, a major reason why the United States and
its allies are keento accommodate India's global
interests including in order to push back China in
the region. In the case of the Indo-Pacific, while
interest in the Indo-Pacific has increased, India's
global prominence as an indispensable
Indo-Pacific power, New Delhi's focus on the
great power balance in the Indo-Pacific may have
stretched New Delhi a bittoo thin in the
continental neighbourhood.

If India's global rise stems from the growth in
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absolute power and the geopdlitical choices made
by the leading powers of the contemporary
international system, India's regional decline is a
product of the dynamics of comparative power,
and geopolitical choices made by the region’s
smaller powers. To that extent, overlooking the
balancing acts by the region’s smaller powers to
focus on the great power balancing might
become counterproductive.

The rise of China and what India must do
But the rise of China explains India's regional
decline more than anything else. Today, India is
more powerful than it has ever been in nearly
two centuries. And, yet, it is, comparatively
speaking, the weakest it has ever been in history
vis-avis China. Faced with a rising superpower
next door for the first time, India is facing stiff
geopolitical competition for influence in South
Asia. China's rise will, therefore, mean that India
may no longer be the most consequential power
inthe region.

The arrival of China inSouth Asia, the
withdrawal of the LS. from the region, and
India’s tilt to the Indo-Pacific have shifted the
regional balance of power in Beijing's favour.
Sensing this new power equation, South Asia'’s
smaller powers, India's neighbours, are engaged
ina range of strategies: balancing, bargaining,
hedging and bandwagoning. India's smaller
neighbours seem to find China as a useful hedge
against [ndia, for the moment at least. It is also
important to keep in mind that a great deal of this
regional balancing results fromshifts in the
regional balance of power, not merely from
insufficient Indian outreach to the
neighbourhood.

While the presence of a rising superpower at
its doorstep for the first time is at the heart of this
paradox, the growing obsolescence of South Asia
as a geopalitical construct adds to India's
diminishing hold on the region. For India,
meeting the challenge posed by this paradox is
essential as China's rise in South Asia will mean
that India may no longer be the most
consequential power in the region.

To begin with, New Delhi must revisit some of
its traditional conceptions of the region,
‘modernise’ its primacy inSouth Asia, and take
proactive and imaginative policy steps to meet
the China challenge inthe region.

First of all, we must accept the reality that the
region, the neighbours andthe region's
geopolitics have fundamentally changed over the
decade-and-a-half at the least. Not willing to
acknowledge there is a problem will only make
matters worse.

Second, New Delhi must focus on its strengths
rather than trying to match the mightof the

The paradox of India’s global rise, its regional decline

People’s Republic of China in every respect - the
latter is a fool's errand. Fashioning a new
engagement with the region that reflects India'’s
traditional strengths and the region's changed
realities is essential. Reclaiming the Buddhist
heritage is one such example.

Third, India's continental strategy is replete
with challenges whereas its maritime space has
an abundance of opportunities for enhancing
trade, joining minilaterals, and creating new
issue-based coalitions, among others. New Delhi
must, therefore, use its maritime (Indo-Pacific)
advantages to cater to its many continental
handicaps. Doing so could involve including
India’s smaller South Asian neighbours to the
Indo-Pacific strategic conversations. Many of
them are maritime states but not serious players
within the Indo-Pacific project. India and its
partners {the U.S,, Japan, Australia, the European
Union, and others) must find ways of engaging
and partnering with Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and
Bangladesh as part of their larger Indo-Pacific
strategy. In other words, New Delhishould tryto
wean them away from the China-led regional
grand strategy by making them a key part of the
Indo-Pacific grand strategy where India and its
partners hold significant advantage over China.

Fourth, there is today an openness in New
Delhi to view theregion through anon-India
centric lens. This also means that New Delhiis no
longer uneasy about external powers in its
neighbourhood as it used to be during the Cold
War. As a consequence, there i a desire to join
hands with external friendly partners both in the
Indian Ocean and South Asia so as to deal with
the region’s common challenges. This openness
in New Delhi, and the desire of the external
actors to engage the region, must be utilised to
address the difficulties arising out of New Delhi's
regional decline.

Tap soft power

Finally, New Delhi should make creative uses of
its soft power toretain its influence in the region.
One way to do that is to actively encourage
informal contacts between political and civil
society actors in Indiaand those in other South
Asian countries. For instance, there isa need to
encourage informal and unofficial conflict
management processes in the region especially
when and where the Indian state i hesitant about
being involved directly in a conflict -~ Myanmar is
a case inpoint.

The dichotomy between India’s global rise and
regional decline has profound implications for
India’s global aspirations. It is alegitimate
questionto ask whether a country that is unable
to maintain primacy in its periphery will be able
to be a pivotal power ininternational politics.




India's Global Rise vs. Regional Decline @
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Context:

India is witnessing the simultaneous global rise and regional decline of its power.

India's Global Rise vs. Regional Decline:

Global Rise:

India's growing absolute power, peer accommodation, and active participation in global
institutions like the G-20 and multilateral groups such as the Quad showcase its increasing
geopolitical significance on the global stage.

Regional Decline: Despite its global rise, India's influence in South Asia is diminishing due to
factors like comparative power loss vis-a-vis China, changes in South Asian geopolitics, and the
rise of China's influence in the region.

Impact of China's Rise:

Shift in Regional Balance of Power: China's ascent in South Asia, coupled with the US withdrawal
from the region and India's focus on the Indo-Pacific, has tilted the regional balance of power in
Beijing's favor, prompting smaller South Asian powers to adopt strategies like balancing,
bargaining, and hedging.

Challenges for India: India must acknowledge the changing regional dynamics, focus on its
strengths, and adopt proactive policies to counter China's influence in the region, including
engaging in maritime opportunities, revisiting traditional conceptions of the region, and utilizing
soft power diplomacy.

Utilizing Soft Power and Adaptability:

Soft Power Utilization: India should leverage its soft power through informal contacts and
conflict management initiatives to retain influence in the region, fostering dialogue and
cooperation among political and civil society actors across South Asia.

Adaptability and External Partnerships: New Delhi's openness to engaging with external partners
and viewing the region through a non-India centric lens provides opportunities for addressing
regional challenges and maintaining influence despite the dichotomy between global rise and
regional decline.
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Must Read: Important Highlights about India’s total imports

Electronics, telecom, electrical products
China, Hong Kong account for
56 pc of India’s total imports

NEW DELHI, May 2: In-
dia’s imports of electronics,
telecom, and electrical prod-
ucts soared to USD 89.8 bil-
lion in 2023-24 and over half
of these imports are sourced
from China and Hong Kong,
economic think tank GTRI
said in its report.

China dominates with a
commanding 43.9 per cent
share of India’s imports in
electronics, telecom, and
electrical sectors, the Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) said.

The data highlights a deep-
seated dependency on these
two countries that has seena
dramatic escalation over the
years, it added.

It said that reducing this
dependency is crucial, not
merely to boost economic
resilience but to safeguard
India’s digital and technolog-
ical sovereignty in a world
that is becoming ever more
interconnected.

“These sectors are inte-
gral to the daily lives of mil-
lions, enhancing communica-
tion, commerce, and infor-
mation access. However, In-
dia’s heavy dependence on
imports, especially from Chi-
na, presents formidable chal-
lenges to the nation’s strate-
gic autonomy and economic
security,” the report said.

GTRI founder Ajay Srivas-
tava said that this profound
reliance on Chinese imports
exposes severe vulnerabili-
ties within India’s supply
chain and underscores the
pressing necessity for stra-
tegic diversification of sourc-
es and enhancement of do-

mestic production capabili-
ties.

In the electronics seg-
ment, the report said that
integrated circuits have ex-
perienced a significant im-
port growth from USD 166.1
million during 2007-2010 to
USD 4.2 billion in 2020-
2022.

These circuits are critical
for powering a wide range of
electronicdevices, from com-

puters to smartphones, illus-
trating a deepening techno-
logical dependency on China,
with their market share in-

creasing from 19.2 per cent
to 33.4 per cent.

Similarly, communication
devices, including phones and
other wireless devices, have
also seen a significant in-
crease in imports, rising to
USD 3.691 billion with over
half of the market now dom-
inated by China.

“Diodes, transistors, and
similar semiconductor devic-
es have seen their imports
skyrocket from USD 113.3
million to USD 2,334.8 mil-
lion, with the Chinese mar-
ket share jumping to 67.5 per
cent, indicating a significant
dependency on Chinese sem-
iconductor technology,” it
said.

In the electrical sector, the
report said that electric ac-
cumulators, including batter-
ies for diverse applications,
saw their imports surge
from USD 254.2 million to
USD 1.40 billion, with China
securing a significant portion
of this booming market for
portable and renewable en-
ergy solutions.

Electric motors and gen-
erators have also witnessed

an uptick in imports.

The report suggested that
to reduce reliance on China
and cut imports, a compre-
hensive strategic approach is
essential. This would involve
both bolstering domestic
manufacturing capabilities
and diversifying import
sources to mitigate risks and
enhance technological sover-
eignty, it said.

With the imports of phones
and other wireless commu-
nication devices reaching
USD 3.69 billion, it is crucial
for India to enhance its do-
mestic manufacturing of
these devices, he said, adding
supporting local manufactur-
ers through tax breaks, easi-
er access to capital, and infra-
structure development can
help minimize dependency on
Chinese components. — PTI




Must Read: India- New Zealand collaboration

Pharma, digital trade, payment systems

India, New Zealand look to
boost collaboration

NEW DELHI, May 2: In-
dia and New Zealand are
looking to mcrease collabo-
ration in goods and services
sectors like pharmaceuticals,
digital trade, and cross-bor-
der payment systems to pro-
mote bilateral trade.

Issues to promote trade
through these collaborations
were discussed during the re-
cent visit of Commerce Sec-
retary Sunil Barthwal to New
Zealand from Apnil 26-27.

The commerce ministry
said that huge potential 18
there in both economies to
further promote bilateral
trade. “The meetings re-
viewed progress on market
ACESS ISSHes, ECONOMK CO0p-
eration projects and explored
opportunities for new mitia-
tives,” it said. Both sides dis-
cussed the establishment of
robust bilateral economic di-

alogue architecture and the
creation of working groups
in sectors like Agriculture,
Food Processing, Storage and
Transportation, Forestry and
Pharmaceutsicals to facilitate
ongoing collaboration on key
trade and economic issues.
Deliberations also included
Increasmng cooperation m kiwi
fruit as well as the dary sector.
The meetings addressed
hilateral trade matters of mu-
tual interest, including issues
related to market access, non-
tariff barriers, and sanitary
(human and animal health) and
phytosanitary (plant health)
measures on products like
grapes, okra and mangoes.
Mutual Recognition Ar-
rangement (MRA) in organ-
ic products, and simplified
homologation, including
through mutual recognition
of comparable domestic

standards for vehicles, also
figured in the discussions.
“Both parties reaffirmed
their commitment to resolve
these issues through con-
structive dialogue and coop-
eration,” the ministry said,
Further, it said that collab-
oration in the areas of phar-
maceuticals and medical de-
vices was discussed at length,
mcluding the adoption of fast-
tracking of regulatory proc-
esses and quality assessment
of manufacturing facilities.
“(Greater sourcing of med-
xines from India and cooper-
ation in the medical device
sector was also discussed,” it
said, adding that “both parties
briefly explored opportuni-
ties for collaboration in dagital
trade, meeting nationally de-
termined contributions,
cross-border payment sys-
tems, among others”. -PT]




Must Read: UPI for Namibia

NPCI to develop UPI-like
payment system for Namibia

NEW DELHI, May 2:
NPCI on Thursday said its
overseas arm has signed a
pact with the Bank of Na-
mibia (BoN) for developing
a UPI-like instant payment
gystem for Namibia.

By leveraging technology
and expeniences from India’s
UPL the partnership seeks to
help Namibia modernize its
financial ecosystem. This in-
cludes improving accessibihi-
ty, affordability and connectiv-
ity with both domestic and
international pavment net-
works, and interoperability.

NPCI International Pay-
ments Ltd (NIPL) has signed
an agreement with the Bank
of Namibia (BoN) to support
them in developing an instant
payment system like Unified
Payment Interface (UPI) for

Namibia, a statement said.

This strategc partnership
aims to enhance digital finan-
aal services and bolster real-
time person-to-person (P2P)
and merchant payment
transactions (P2ZM) in the
African nation.

Through thss collaboration,
BoN will gain access to best-
in-class technology and in-
sights from NIPL, enabling
the creation of a ssmilar plat-
form in Namibsa for the dig-
ital welfare of its citizens, the
statement added.

NPCI International CEO
Ritesh Shukla said, “By ena-
bling this technology, the
country will gain sovereign-
ty in the digital payments
landscape and stand to bene-
fit from enhanced payment
interoperability and im-

proved financial access for
underserved populations.”

Bank of Namibia Governor
Johannes Gawaxab said,
“Our objective is to enhance
accessibility and affordability
for underserved populations,
achieve full interoperability
of payment instruments by
2025, modemize the financial
sector, and ensure a secure
and efficient national pay-
ment system.”

Once live, the platform wall
facilitate dytal transactions in
Namibs, driving financial in-
clusion and reducing cash de-
pendency by catering to un-
derserved populations. This
collaborative effort seeks to
offer essential and affordable
financial services to all, with a
particular focus on rural and
informal sectors. - PTI




Must Read: Indo-China Border issue

‘Illegal’ attempt to alter situation
on ground, says India

NEW DELHI, May 2: Ia-
da today Sl it bas Jodged o
stromg peotest with China for
GErVHE Ol ConStruachm ic-
tivities in the Shaksgam Val-
ey i an Ssllegal” sttempt to
alter the situation on the
ground

Spokesperson in the Mm-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) Randhir Jaiswal sax
the Shakspm Villey is & part
of Indlin and New Delhi never
accepted the so-called China-
Paksstim boumdary gact of 1963
through which Islamabad
“unlawfully™ attempted to
cude the aren to Beipng.

He said India reserves the
gt 10 Lake necessiry mesis-
wres to saleguard the coun-
uv's interests,

Jhasswal’s comments at los
weekly media boefing clane
¥l response 10 3@ question on
reparts of Chars buildang in.
frastructure in Shaksgam
Valley, a strategically located
regron tat is now part of the
Pakastan-occupied Kashmir,

The Chanse se construction
activities in the reglon are
takong place amid the over
three-and-a-hall-yvear-old

border row between India
and China n esstern Ladakh

“The Shaksgam Valley is
i part of the territary of In-
daa. We have never accept-
od the so-called China-Paki-
stan boundary agreement of
1963 through whach Pakistan
unlawfully attempted to
cede the area to China”
Juswal smd,

“We have consistently
conveyed our rejection of

construction
activities in
Shaksgam
Valley
the same, We have regis-
tered our protest with the
Chinese sade against illegal
attempts to alter facts on the
ground,” he sind,

“We further reserve the
nght totake necessary mess.
ures to safeguard our inter-
et he added. Jaiswal said
India has always taken a
“very strong” stand on the
Shakosgam Valley

“Shaksgam Valley 18 our ter-
reey. We have been prosest-
ing i anvd when reguared and
we have always taken a very
strong stand on 1,” he said

Asked about the ingenng

eastern Ladakh border row
Baswal simd the next round
of talks will be held “very
oot Lo take thmgs farward™.

"We have ongeing talks
between Inde and Clara at
diplomatic and malitary lev-
¢ls. These issues are serious
and therefore they take
time," he said,

"“We will have next round
of engagement very soon Lo
take things forward,” the
MEA spokesperson added,

The Indian and Chmnese
troops are locked in 3 stand-
off in certain friction points
i esistern Ladikh even as the
two sides completed disen-
gigement [rom severad are-
s ollowing extensave diplo-
matic and military talks,

Indn has been mamtammg
that 1ts bes with Chana cane
mot be normal uniess there
& peace in the border areas.

The last round of military
talks between the two sides
bad taken place in February
In the talks, both sides agreed
Lo meriptam “peace and tran-
qallity™ on the ground but
there was nomdicaton of any
breakthrough, - P11
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Must Read: An initiative for Small Tea Growers @

NABARD, IKSL collaborate to aid
small tea growers 1 Nagaon dist

CORRESPONDENT

NAGAON, May 2: As a
part of its developmental in-
itiative and to disseminate
the utility of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) as well as other
technological advancements
in the agri-horticulture sec-
tor, NABARD has been im-
plementing various pilot
projects across the country.
Continuing the tradition, NA-
BARD Assam, in collabora-
tion with IFFCO Kisan Su-
vidha Ltd (IKSL), has initiat-
ed a unique project titled ‘Cli-
mate Resilient Tea Cultiva-
tion and Al-based Pest Man-
agement for Small Tea Grow-
ers (STGs)'.

The beneficiaries of this
pilot project will be the 64
STGs under Sewjjyoti Tea

Federation located at
Chapanala under Barham-
pur development block in
Nagaon district.

In this connection, an in-
teractive awareness cum
sensitization meet with the
STGs was organised here
recently. During the meet,
Suraj Kumar Sinha from the
agriculture business servic-
es wing of IKSL made a de-
tailed presentation regard-
ing the utility of various
equipment like automated
wireless weather stations,
soil moisture sensors, smart
ravagers, pest vision with
image recognition, etc.,
which will be installed in the
tea gardens of the identified
beneficiaries.

He informed the partici-
pants that geo-fencing of the

farm land of all the 64 STGs
will be undertaken in the pi-
lot project so that they can
receive voice messages at
regular intervals based on
the satellite images of the
fields, tea leaves, soil mois-
ture, weather conditions,
etc. He also informed the
participants that it will be a

first-of-its-kind pilot project
across India.

Speaking on the occasion,
DDM of NABARD Rajendar
Perna informed that NAB-
ARD has been supporting
the implementation of simi-
lar projects like integrated
watershed development
with climate proofing inter-
ventions (IWDCPIs), inte-
grated tribal development
programmes (ITDPs), UPN-
RM and climate change
projects, etc., across India.

The secretary of Sewjjyoti
"Tea Federation, Sanjeeb Bora,
offered the vote of thanks and
expressed gratitude to NAB-
ARD and IKSL for sanction-
mg the pilot project for the de-
velopment and betterment of
the STGs, stated a press note
received here.
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Must Read: About Deportation of Myanmar

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024
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1st phase of deportation of Myanmar
nationals completed in Manipur

SOBHAPATI SAMOM

IMPHAL, May 2: The first
phase of deportation of illegal
immigrants from Myanmar
was completed in Manipur on
Thursday with the exit of 38
persons belonging to the neigh-
bouring country via Moreh, a
border town.

Sharing photographs of the
formal deportation of illegal im-
migrants on X, Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh wrote,
“Without any discrimination,
we have completed the first
phase of deportation of illegal
immigrants from Myanmar
with 38 more immigrants leav-
ing Manipur, India today
through Moreh. A total of 77
illegal immigrants have been
deported in the first phase.”

One Indian national was also
brought back from Myanmar
during a handover ceremony.

Meanwhile, the Manipur
Government is continuing the
process of identification of il-
legal immigrants, along with
recording of biometric data.
“Let us keep our borders and

AT A GLANCE

6,746 refugees detected in Manipur between May 3, 2023 and Feb 27, 2024

A total of 77 illegal immigrants had been sent off from State in first phase

Process on to identify and record biometric data of refugees

=
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Exit: lllegal immigrants from Myanm

Thursday. - Photo: Correspondent

country secure,” the Chief
Minister added.

In March this year, seven
Myanmar nationals, including
women, were airlifted from

the Imphal airport to Moreh
in Tengnoupal district border-
ing Myanmar.

In the last State Assembly
session, the Chief Minister, in

ar being deported from border town Moreh in Manipur on

reply to a question, stated that
the presence of 6,746 Myan-
mar nationals was detected in
the State from May 3 last year
till February 27 this year.

Saturday, May 4, 2024



Must Read: Grappling with the issue of

unemployment

Muddled melancholy

The number of unemployed youths is increasing every passing year. India
cannot create jobs for all of them. Consequently, a question arises: What
should be done with this surplus of young individuals?

RITURAJ BARUAH

he revelation that the country’s

political parties have garnered

over Rs 14,000 crore indonations

from corporates over the past

five years left us in awe. This
money is claimed to be legitimate, but we
are not sure if there is any illegitimate
part as well. Given the bonhomie between
the political parties and corporates in In-
dia, one cannot help but wonder if this is
only the tip of the iceberg.

Be that as it may, political parties re-
quire these funds to either retain their
power or seize it from others. They need
huge amounts of money to participate in
elections annually in different locations,
lure elected members of other parties to
come to their fold, dispatch elected mem-
bers to remote locations to prevent de-
fection, and also to mobilize individuals on
the ground to manage activities like poll
campaigning, advertising, public relations,
managing IT cells, media cells, and financ-
ing the party workers. This not only en-
hances business growth but also gener-
ates employment opportunities for a mul-
titude of people, directly or indirectly, lead-
ing to an increase in their purchasing pow-
er and benefiting the economy. It can be
viewed as an industry. So, here is a point
to ponder: Will it be prudent to reduce
the frequency of elections to once every
five years? Earnings will suffer for many
businesses and individuals, impacting the
overall economy.

Conversely, by donating to political par-
ties, entrepreneurs secure licences to es-
tablish and operate businesses, thereby
creating employment opportunities and
contributing to the overall economy. Yes,
the cost of production or services rises
due to these donatio ns, which are passed
on to the general consumers. Yet, these

dynamics are considered to be inherent
components of a democratic and capitalist
system.

The Income Tax department recently
discovered that about 10,000 corporate
employees were making false claims for
tax benefits on house rent allowances us-
ing the same PAN for multiple claims. Al-
though this revelation is disconcerting, it
is not entirely surprising; corruption has
become deeply entrenched in our society
and culture.

In our country, only 2.2 per cent of the
electorate pay income tax, whereas the
figures in countries like France, Germany
and the United Kingdom stand at 78.3 per
cent, 61.3 per cent, and 59.9 per cent, re-
spectively. While these corporate execu-
tives in question fall under the tax-paying
category, it raises concerns about the re-
maining 97.8 percent who do not contrib-
ute to the tax system at all. We take pride
inbeing the fifth-largest economy, vet this
fact highlights the glaring wealth disparity
in our nation.

India’s vast population makes it a lu-
crative market, attracting businesses
from all over the world. Salesmen natu-
rally gravitate towards areas with high
footfall. With India’s vast population, it is
not surprising that foreign companies are
setting up offices in our country to sell
their products and services and establish-
ing manufacturing facilities in order to
reap the benefits of cheap labour. How-
ever, do we want to bracket ourselves
with Vietnam, Bangladesh, Indonesia,
etc? One can well imagine the fate of oth-
ers when IIT graduates are offered CTC
in the range of Rs 3.6 lakh to Rs 10 lakh.
We are targeting to dethrone the top
economies like Japan and Germany im-
mediately to dominate the world econo-

my. If it is so, we must veer away from
the narrative of being a hub for cheap la-
bour to prevent further widening of the
wealth gap. We need to strive to make
our country a developed one as well.

We know Finland is the happiest coun-
try in the world; it has been on top for
the last six years in various surveys.
While examining, it was found that one of
the key reasons behind this achievement
is the minimal wealth gap within that coun-
try. Even those at the lower end of the
economic spectrum can comfortably ac-
cess top-quality products and services.
And where are we? That is why our hap-
piness ranking is 136 out of 146 coun-
tries.

Our economy is doing very well. It has
already become the fifth-largest economy
in the world, trailing only the United
States, China, Germany, and Japan in terms
of gross domestic product (GDP). It is pro-
jected to ascend to the third position with-
inafew years. Onthe other hand, the coun-
try is faced with a huge challenge in the
form of a large pool of unemployed young-
sters. Many perceive thisasademographic
dividend yet to be harnessed. Experts
warn that if we fail to utilise this potential
workforce now, it will gradually become a
burden on our society.

It is a peculiar situation. We have been
actively involved in the process of cap-
turing the world economy, while a sub-
stantial portion of its youth remains idle,
indicating that this surplus of young indi-
viduals is not required in the current
scheme of things. A hysteria is created
over the fact that these youngsters do
not possess the necessary skills demand-
ed by the country’s industries. However,
the hard truth is that they are not needed
at all, regardless of their skill set. With-

out a sufficient number of skilled human
resources, the country’s economy would
not have achieved such remarkable
heights. Industries are rapidly moving to
automation, with artificial intelligence
(AI) playing a major role in it. Moreover,
they are resorting to extended working
hours and clubbing roles for their exist-
ing workforce, thus minimising the de-
mand for human resources. The number
of unemployed youths is increasing eve-
ry passing vear. India cannot create jobs
for all of them. Consequently, a question
arises: What should be done with this
surplus of young individuals? They have
already become a source of concern for
the Prime Minister, as the Opposition
parties seize every opportunity to cor-
ner the government.

It is a common practice to make use of
surplus resources in areas where there
18 a deficit - if not within our country,
then in other countries. This is the only
way out. Numerous developed nations
are grappling with a shortage of labour
due to factors such as an ageing popula-
tion, a lack of necessary skills, or high
local labour costs. Countries like Japan,
Israel, Taiwan, Russia, the US, the UK,
and various European countries are prime
examples. India should capitalize on this
situation. Israel and Taiwan have already
issued requisitions. The Government of
India must explore these possibilities to
enter into agreements with different
countries for the supply of manpower and
groom the identified categories by im-
parting the basic skills required for each
country.

We are optimistic that the new govern-
ment to be installed shortly will pull us out
of this melancholy and take us down the
path of happiness.
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Grave 1ssue

Imost hundred schools across Delhi-NCR received

bomb threats via email on Wednesday morning, induc-

ing them to close for the day and the Delhi Police to
send bomb squads and conduct thorough searches in each
of the institutions. Since nothing was found, the authorities
have concluded that the bomb threats were hoaxes and re-
quested people not to panic. However, far from being mere-
ly the handiwork of pranksters, there appears to be graver
dimensions to the episode, thus the police have rightly re-
sponded with appropriate measures. Inmediately after the
bomb threats, the Special Cell of Delhi Police has registered
an FIR against unknown people under section 120B, 506 of
IPC. The authorities have also announced a thorough probe
to be done by the Counter Intelligence Team Special Cell,
which has already formed a dedicated team to investigate
this grave issue. Given the fact that the preliminary exami-
nations have raised the suspicion of a conspiracy atan inter-
national level, it is heartening to learn that the episode is
being taken seriously. Reportedly, the investigators have
discovered that the email ID from which the Delhi NCR
schools were sent the bomb threat letter is sawarim@mail.ru.
‘Sawariim’ (clashing of the swords) is an Arabic word, which
has been used by the Islamic State (IS) to spread Islamist
propaganda, thus imparting a sinister motive to the actions
of the unknown elements that sent the email!

Though the email address used for the mails had a Rus-
sian domain, it is not yet certain whether the email originat-
ed fromthat country. Also, reportedly, the counter-terrorism
team is probing the possibility of a joint conspiracy between
the ISIand China, the motive being to spread panic in India’s
capital at a time when the nation is in the midst of a general
election. Hopefully, with the tools in their command, the team
would be able to establish the nefarious force or forces be-
hind this hoax and take appropriate action to neutralize their
msidious designs. However, such an episode has once again
revealed how easy it has become, in this internet era which
has witnessed such rapid advances in communication tech-
nology, for hostile elements to engage in nefarious acts.
Whether it be computer-savvy cheats who are constantly
on the lookout for opportunities to deprive people of their
hard-earned money through fake mails or links, or hackers
attempting to purloin sensitive data from organizational net-
works, technological advances have made contemporary
society increasingly vulnerable to heinous malpractices. The
sole antidote for the common citizens seems to be to remain
vigilant against the wiles of such cheats and scamsters and
the related agencies like banking institutions to educate
them. As for the country, considering that it has numerous
enemies, constant vigilance is the price of national security,
and cooperation between inter-governmental agencies in
order to thwart their designs.

—_— e

Saturday, May 4, 2024



'M LUCEN\l

Which town received Zonal Clean City Awards in

Swach Survekshan in population category between
15,000-25,000 and less than 15000

Jorhat and Mohanpur
Dibrugarh and Lunglei
Nagaon and Lakhimpur
Golaghat and Jiribam

oONwp

Solution: Correct Answer D

The cities which stood out in the Zonal Clean City Awards include
Golaghat, with a population between 15,000-25,000 (Golaghat in
Assam) Jiribam with a population of less than 15,000 (Jiribam in
Manipur), Lunglei with a population between 50,000 to 1,00,000

(Lunglei in Mizoram), Mohanpur with less than 1,00,000
population (Mohanpur in Tripura)

I 70990 06849 |
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Find this missing character:

4 3 2
6 9 10
9 27 ?

A. 30

B. 20

C. 50

D. 54

Correct Answer: C.

* In the first column, 4x9 = 36 = 62
In the second column, 3x27 = 81 = 92
Therefore, in the third column, the multiplication of 2 and the missing number (say Y) is
equal to the square of 10 = 10%= 100

Hence, Y=1(2’—0 =50




