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Pandu Ship Repair Facility:
• This facility is going to be a major contributor to the economic resurgence of the region. 
• The design and implementation of this project is being done jointly by IWAI and Cochin 

Shipyard Limited. 
• The technical support is being provided by IIT, Madras. 
• The facility - also referred as ‘Slipway’ - is going to be developed on 3.67 acre of land which is 

provided by Government of Assam.
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BENIFITS:  
• Connectivity to the National water ways and seemless transactional movement of cargo and people also 
• Bypassing the startegic chicken neck and adjusting to a security route along the Chitagong route to 

mainland India .  
• The economic viability and the commercialisation of the markets of North eastern India is mainstreamed 
• Further connectivity to the South East Asian countries and and multimodal connectivity with the Kaladan 

and IMT trialateral highway . 

• Pandu (Guwahati) is the most important location on National Waterways (NW-2) (river Brahamputra) 
and accordingly Government established a Multi-Modal river port at Pandu.

• Development of Ship repair facility at Pandu is beneficial since North Eastern Region (NER) does not 
have any vessel repair facility with dry docking. 

• At present, the vessels in the NER are taken to Kolkata through Bangladesh for dry dock repair. 

• Pandu (Guwahati) is the most important location on National Waterways (NW-2) (river Brahamputra) 
and accordingly Government established a Multi-Modal river port at Pandu.

• Development of Ship repair facility at Pandu is beneficial since North Eastern Region (NER) does not 
have any vessel repair facility with dry docking. 

• At present, the vessels in the NER are taken to Kolkata through Bangladesh for dry dock repair.
• Details of Multi-Modal Terminal at Pandu (Guwahati) on NW-2 (river Brahmaputra)

o A broad gauge railway siding connecting Pandu port to Kamakhya railway station (Guwahati) has 
been constructed through NF Railway at a cost of 16.46 crore and opened for commercial 
operation by NF Railway in 2013. 

Initiatives taken by the Government to encourage entrepreneurs/cargo operators to boost 
inland navigation in the North East:
• Fairway development works:To improve the connectivity between NW-1 and NW-2/NW-16 via the Indo 

Bangladesh protocol route 
• Ro-Ro/Ro-Pax Service Commenced in National Waterway-2 The Operation of Ro-Ro / Ro-Pax vessels 

inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minster during February 2021 
• Revision of Levy & Collection of Fees: Taking ahead the vision of the Government of India to promote 

Inland Waterways as a supplementary mode of transport. 
• Enhanced regional trade using IWT mode: 

o Addition of new Ports of Call and routes in India and Bangladesh under PIWT&T 
o Trade between Bhutan and Bangladesh
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NALSA’s child-friendly legal services:
• To provide children with meaning full , affordable and age appropriate legal assistance 
• To outline the basic rights and benefits that should be afforded to children 
• To ensure legal representation to the children in need of care and protection and children in conflict with law 

at all levels 
• To strengthening Legal Services, Institutional care, counselling and support services at national level , state 

level ,district and taluq level . 
• To develop effective coordination and interface with all government bodies or functionaries ,institutions , 

authorities and other organizations are entrusted with the responsibilities relating to child rights .

The basis human rights that should be accorded to children are as follows:
• Survival rights -which includes the child's right to life and needs that are most basic to existence ,such a nutrition 

,shelter and adequate living standard 
• Development rights include the right to education play , leisure , cultural activities ,access to information and 

freedom of thought, conscience and religion .  
• Protection rights that include Protection against all forms of abuse ,neglect and exploitation including special care 

for refugee children; safeguards for children in the criminal justice system . 
• Participation rights encompassing children's freedom to express opinion ,to have a day in matters affecting there

own rights,to join associations and to assemble peacefully 
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Adaptive development:
• Assam, among a few states in India, has directed its efforts towards the formulation of policies that prioritise

poverty eradication, enhance risk awareness and foster adaptive capacities – keeping children at the heart 
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These include the: 
• Green Budget: Green budgeting means using the tools of budgetary policy-making to help achieve 

environmental and climate goals.

Assam United Nations Children’s Fund: 
• UNICEF’s field presence in Assam for the past 15 years has allowed it to occupy a unique and advantageous 

position in the State. 
• As a lead implementing partner in high priority districts identified by the Government of India, UNICEF has 

established strong partnerships with government and civil society organizations and developed a strong field 
presence in Assam.

State Action: 
• Plan for Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Roadmap 2030:

The DRR Roadmap for Assam aims at preventing new risks, reducing existing risks and managing residual 
risks thereby reducing losses and impacts of disasters in the state of Assam 
• Promote policy coherence relevant to disaster risk reduction, such as sustainable development, gender 

equity, poverty reduction and climate change, particularly with the SDGs and the Paris Climate 
Agreement, Prime Minister’s Ten Point Agenda for DRR and National Disaster Management Plan of India, 
2019. 

• To establish realistic targets in alignment with Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 
for reduction of losses and impacts. 

• To set realistic and feasible actions across short, medium, and longer timescales in alignment with the 
four priority areas of SFDRR for achieving the defined targets with a focus on most vulnerable groups 
including women, children, differentially able, families living below poverty line. 

• Identify strategic opportunities for stakeholders (Government, Civil Society Organizations, Academic 
Institutions, Private Sector and UN Agencies) to coordinate and collaborate for disaster risk reduction 
actions. 

• To establish a multi-stakeholder mechanism to follow-up, periodically assess and publicly report on 
progress. 

• To estimate the average sector-wise losses and impacts due to disasters in the state of Assam from 
2011 onwards based on available data.
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The guiding principles for the Assam DRR Roadmap are:  
• Building on existing governance system 
• Integrated all hazard approach 
• Multi-stakeholder orientation to DRR outcomes 
• Coherence and Convergence 
• Do No Harm 
• Equity and Inclusion 
• Resilient Development 

In 2023, Assam became the first state in Northeast India and the second in the 
country to introduce a Green Budget that is aligned to the Sustainable Development 
Goals such as Goal 13 (climate action), 14 (life below water) and 15 (life onland)
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In context 
• The APRI began as a rice experiment station in 1923 to cater to the issues faced by farmers from the 

Brahmaputra valley.
• It comes under the administrative control of Assam Agricultural University (AAU) in 1968 as the Rice Research 

Station . 
• The AAU-Assam Rice Research Institute (AAU-ARRI) has been taking up rice research activities since its 

inception and played a key role in increasing production and productivity of rice in the state 
• In early eighties, emphasis was laid on taking up need-based, location specific research as per the concept of 

National Agricultural Research Project (NARP). 
• Therefore, one research station was established in each of the six agro-climatic zones of Assam. 
• Since then Rice Research Station at Titabar became a Zonal Research Station for Upper Brahmaputra Valley 

Zone and re-designated as Regional Agricultural Research Station.

JOHA RICE:
• Joha (Assamese: is a variety of rice grown in India, notable for its aroma, delicate and excellent taste.
• Assam is the largest cultivator of this rice, it is primarily grown through paddy field farming. 
• In Garo Hills it's widely cultivated and it is known as Jaha rice or locally known as mi Jaha.
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Bodo Sahitya Sabha:
• Was started on 

16 November 1952; 
• It was founded under 

the presidency and 
leadership of Joy Bhadra 
Hagjer, at Basugaon, in 
the district of Kokrajhar, 
Assam on 16 November 
1952.  

• It consisted of 
representatives 
of Assam, West 
Bengal, Meghalaya, Nag
aland, Tripura and Nepal
in abroad. 

• After prolonged struggle 
and determination of 
the Bodo Sahitya Sabha 
(Bodo Literary 
Organization), the Bodo 
language was 
introduced as a medium 
of instruction at primary 
level in 1963 and then 
at secondary level in 
1968.
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