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Goan cashew

Source: The Indian Express, 16 October 2023

SIMPLY

WHATTHEGI TAGCANMEANFOR
THE CASHEW INDUSTRY IN GOA

PAVNEETSINGH CHADHA
PANAJI,OCTOBER15

RECENTLY,GOAN cashew (kernel) got the
geographical indication (GI) tag. Goa
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant hailed the
recognitionasa great opportunity for the
cashew industry in the stateand “a mile-
stone towards Swayampurna Goa
mission”,

A Gl tag is conferred upon products
originating from a specific geographical
region, signifying unique characteristics
and qualities. Essentially, it serves asa
trademark in the international market.

Challenges industry is facing
Cashew manufacturers and proces-
sors in Goa said they hoped the Gl tag
would help consumers differentiate be-
tween authentic Goan cashews and
cashews sourced fromoutside the state,
often marketed as ‘Goan cashews’.

The application for the Gl tag for the
Goan cashew — derived from the
Portuguese name caju or kaju in Konkani
— was filed by the Goa Cashew Manufac-
turers’ Association (GCMA), with the
Department of Science, Technology and
Waste Management, Government of Goa,
acting as facilitator. Deepak Parab, nodal
officer, patent facilitation centre at the
State Council for Science and Technology,
said, “Goan cashew will come with the Gl
logo. Traders won't be able to use Goa
cashew logo onthe packets without regis-
tration. The governmentwill promoteit.”

Rohit Zantye, GCMA president, said
Goa cashew nuts are an integral part of
Goan identity and “over the years have
become synonymous with Goa.” Zantye
said in the past few years, a chunk of the
cashew market has been captured by
small traders from other states, who sell
cheaper imported cashews by labelling
them as ‘Goan cashew’ for profiteering.

“There are about 300 shops in
Calangute alone selling cashews from
Benin, vory Coast, Ghana, GuineaBissau,
Tanzania, and from other Indian states,
marketing them as Goan cashew. These
traders and processors do not comply
with the norms of quality, packaging,
weighing, etc. and products are often of
inferior quality. We had received com-
plaints from tourists. All this affects ‘brand
Goa'," he said.

The influx of cheaper cashews has
meant that several processing units and

Cashew applesbeing squashed in
Chorao, Goa. Wikimedia Commons

manufacturers in Goa have been unable
to sell all their produce within the state,
and have had to find markets outside, cur-
tail production, or shut factories. Higher
minimum wages and compliance norms
than in states like Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh have
also contributedto thedeclinein sales for
traditional Goan cashew processors.

Zantye said the processing units have
dwindled down from40 in 2005 toover
15 at present.

A cashew processor in Goa, request-
ing anonymity, said, “Earlier, 80 per cent
of our sale was in Goa. But now itis dif-
ficult to compete on the price front.
These smaller tradersdo nothave a per-
manent labour force. They can avoid
fixed input costs of larger factories and
labour welfare, and evade compliance,
From the naked eye, the consumer can-
not tell the difference between Goan
cashew orimported cashew. The differ-
ence in colour is marginal. The Goan
cashew is sweeter in taste,”

Madhav Sahkari, GCMAmember and
president, Goa Cashew Producers Assod-
ation, said unless there was strict action
against illegal marketing practices,the Gl
tag would not have much of animpact.

How cashew came to Goa

Cashew was native to northeast Brazil
and was introduced to Goa by the
Portuguese in 1570, mainly as a crop for
afforestation and soil conservation.

The story goes that the edible value of
cashew nutwasdiscovered by Goan pris-
onersexiled to the Portuguese territory of
Africa(Mozambique ) during Goa's freed -
ommovement in the mid-18th century.
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In the news:

Goan cashew (kernel) got the GI tag
recently.

This will help boost the cashew industry in
Goa.

Cashew was native to northeast Brazil.
Introduced in Goa by the Portuguese in
1570. The intention behind was soil
conservation and afforestation.

It is so believed that cashew was discovered
as edible by Goan prisoners exiled to the
Portuguese territory of Africa (Mozambique)
during Goa’s freedom movement in the 18th
century.
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Deepfakes

Source: The Indian Express, 17 October 2023

Citing deepfakes,
Govt looks at I'T rules ~Category:
to make WhatsApp

disclose source ID

Traceability provision needs tobe
invoked to put brakes, says Minister

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 15

AS THE country heads to Lok
Sabha elections in 2024, the
Centre is looking to invoke acon-
troversial law that would require
WhatsAppto share details about
the first originator of a message
onaccount of rising artificial in-
telligence (Al)-led misinforma-
tion on the messaging platform,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The basis for this are multi-
ple deepfake videos of politicians
circulating on WhatsApp, and
the governmentisunderstoodto
be in the process of sending an
order to the messaging company
under the Information
Technology (IT) Rules, 2021,
seeking the identity of the peo-
ple who first shared the videos
onthe platform.

Adeepfake isa video of a per-
soninwhich the face or body has
been digitally altered so that he
or she appears to be someone
else, typically used to spread
false information.

“It’s not about partisanship.
The videos in question depicted
deepfakes of politicians from dif-
ferent political parties, Such fake
videosof politicians from across
the political aisle have been
brought to our notice, which we

The

EQ thedebate

concern,

EXPLAINED

THEIT law provision that
the Government looks to
invoke is at the centre of
adebate given that
WhatsApp has calledita
threat to its end-to-end
encryption system which
keeps communications
private from even the
companyitself. The plat-
form says enforcement of
suchameasure will lead
to mass surveillance. The
government, on its part,
says normal functioning
of WhatsApp will not be
impacted.

believe can cause harm to elec-
toralintegrity inIndia.Sowe are
planning to send a first origina-
tor noticeto WhatsApp,” asenior
government official said, re-
questing anonymity.

This would be the first ime
that the Central governmentwill
directly send an Internet plat-
form an order under Section 4
(2)of the ITRules, 2021.

The move could be
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In the news:

As elections are around, the Union
Government is considering seeking the
identity of the people who first share videos
on whatsapp.

The government shall do so under Section
4(2) of the IT Rules of 2021.

This is being considered on account of
rising deepfakes or Al led misinformation
on the messaging platform.

What are deepfakes:

Deepfakes are videos of a person in which
the face or body is altered digitally so as to
appear as somebody else.

These are typically used to spread false
information.

For more information refer to daily
analysis covered on January 14th.
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Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Source: The Hindu, 16 October 2023

Sri Lanka moves towards RCEP; Bangladesh in queue

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI/COLOMBO

Four years after India
walked out of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) agree-
ment, neighbours Sri Lan-
ka and Bangladesh are now
considering their chances
of membership in the 15-
nation trading bloc.

Sri Lanka has already
applied to join the RCEP.
President Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, who begins a vi-
sit to China for the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) Forum
on Sunday, is expected to
seek support for his coun-
try’s candidacy in meet-
ings with leaders there.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment — whose Commerce
Ministry has recommend-
ed joining the RCEP — is ex-
pected to take a final deci-
sion only after the
elections are held there in
January 2024, Foreign Mi-
nister A.K. Abdul Momen
said.

The Sri Lankan Presi-
dential Secretariat con-

firmed the government’s
application for the RCEP
membership in an August
statement, saying that it re-
cognised “the potential of
this vast trade bloc com-
prising major economies
like China, Japan, and
[South] Korea™.

As his government ne-
gotiates with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) and other creditors
for loans to tide over the fi-
nancial crisis, Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe has moved more
purposefully towards the
RCEP membership.
Through bilateral meet-
ings, he is seeking support
for the move from Malay-
sia, Indonesia, Japan, and
Thailand, and is likely to
raise the issue in his meet-
ings in Beijing as well.

“There have been some
processes and discussions
[towards joining RCEP],
but we haven’t made an
application yet. Our gener-
al principle is not to join
any big organisation or
agreement until after the
election mandate,” Mr. Mo-
men said in an interview to
The Hindu. He explained
that this was why Bangla-
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Ranil Wickramasinghe

desh had not yet pursued
the RCEP membership or
that of the Brazil-Russia-In-
dia-China-South  Africa
(BRICS) earlier this year.
Both countries are also
in talks with India for up-
dated free trade agree-
ments (FTAs), and are part
of the 2006 South Asia
Free Trade Agreement
(SAFTA). However, they re-
cognise that joining the
RCEP would take them out
of the orbit of subcontinen-
tal trade, and enable ac-
cess to the Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN)-led group that
comprises China, Japan,
South Korea, Australia,

and New Zealand. At pre-
sent, the RCEP members
represent 30% of the glo-
bal GDP; in fact, it is the
first such agreement in-
volving the big Asian eco-
nomies. The final RCEP
document said that the 15
countries would aim to
eliminate up to 90% of ta-
riffs imposed on goods
traded within the bloc
within 20 years.

Rethink the decision?
External Affairs Ministry
officials did not respond to
requests for a comment on
whether India would re-
consider its decision to
pull out of the RCEP talks,
as Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh make plans to join. A
senior government official
dealing with international
trade said that if India’s
neighbours joined the
RCEP, it would be a “deve-
lopment of concern”, cit-
ing the opening up of mar-
kets in India’s vicinity to a
group dominated by Chi-
nese trade, and the possi-
bility that those markets
may become “more global-
ly competitive”  than
India’s.

About RCEP:
« RCEP is a group of 15 countries led by China, Japan,
South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and the 10-state

In the news:
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh

are considering joining RCEP.
Sri Lanka has already applied

to join the trading bloc while
the Bangladesh Commerce
Ministry has recommended
joining the bloc.

While India was a foun-
der member of the RCEP
grouping, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
that India would pull out of
the talks in 2019, owing to
concerns over mobility in
services and fears of Chi-
nese goods flooding the
market, as well as objec-
tions raised by the domes-
tic agriculture sector and
small businesses. While In-
dia has been invited to re-
turn to the RCEP meetings
on several occasions, the
government has not yet in-
dicated that it would con-
sider a review.

Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh have additional rea-
sons for the move away
from the more protection-
ist policies in both coun-
tries, analysts say.

“During the crisis in Sri
Lanka, I think we learned
that regional markets are
the key. Sri Lanka has mis-
sed the boat on other re-
gional groupings and FTAs
in the past. I hope joining
RCEP and other FTAs will
help us spread our market,
and frankly think it will
force us to become more
competitive with interna-

tional players,” explained
Kasturi Chellaraja Wilson,
CEO of Sri Lanka’s Hemas
Group, the island’s biggest
FMCG and healthcare com-
pany. She was speaking to
a group of South Asian di-
plomats, economists and
editors in Colombo, at-
tending the “One South
Asia” conference organ-
ised by the World Bank.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh|
is expected to graduate
from the list of Least Deve-
loped Countries by No-
vember 2026, and will lose
preferential access to glo-
bal markets, with a recent
paper estimating that ex-
port earnings could drop
by 14% and average tariffs
could increase by 9%.

According to The Busi-
ness Standard, a Bangla-
deshi newspaper, its Com-
merce Ministry’s proposal
said that joining the RCEP,
could increase Bangla-
desh’s exports by $5 bil-
lion. As Bangladesh is al-
ready negotiating free
trade agreements with six
of the 15 RCEP countries,
joining the grouping would
simplify the process, the|
proposal added.

ASEAN grouping, creating one of the world’s largest
trading blocs.

+ The final RCEP document suggests that the 15 countries
would aim to eliminate up to 90% of tariffs imposed on
goods traded within the bloc within 20 years.

At present RCEP represents 30% of the global GDP.

« India is not a member of the bloc (withdrew from
discussions in 2019).
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Security mission to Haiti

Source: The Hindu, 16 October 2023

The UN approved Kenya-led
security mission to Haiti

What is the purpose of the multi-national security mission? Why was there a delay in deployment?

Sumeda

The story so far:
round a year after Haiti
approached the United Nations
seeking urgent help to combat
deadly gang violence, the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
has approved international intervention
in the form of a foreign security mission,
led by Kenya, to restore security, protect
critical infrastructure and control
spiralling violence in the country. Haiti
has experienced a surge in violence over
the past year as armed groups took
control of large parts of the country,
including the capital Port-au-Prince. This
has resulted in the killings of nearly 2,800
people, including 80 minors, between
October 2022 and June 2023.

Why is UN sending a mission to Haiti?
Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry first
sought international support to assist the
national police in October last year after
the country plunged into a crisis when a

group of gangs called “G9 and Family”
seized control of the entry of the main
fuel port Varreux in the capital protesting
the PM’s decision to cut fuel subsidies.
The blockade brought the country to a
standstill and led to massive shortages.
The lack of gas and diesel adversely
affected transportation and forced several
hospitals and other medical institutions
that relied on fuel-powered generators to
halt operations. A UNICEF report at the
time claimed that the operations of
three-quarters of the country’s major
hospitals were hit due to the blockade. To
make matters worse, there was a shortage
of bottled water in the backdrop of a new
outbreak of cholera. As the crisis
deepened and overwhelmed the
short-staffed police force, Haitian leaders
turned to the international community
for help, seeking a specialised armed
force to counter gangs and their sponsors.
However, the U.S. and the UN were
hesitant to take the lead. The stalemate
ended in July this year after Kenya
proposed to head the multinational force,

following which the resolution was
forwarded to the UNSC.

What do we know about the mission?
Unlike the UN peacekeeping mission to
Haiti that ended in 2017, the
multi-national security mission (MSS) will
not be operated by the UN. Kenya has
volunteered to lead the force. Other
countries like the Bahamas, Jamaica and
Antigua and Barbuda have also offered
support. The resolution says that the
force will provide “operational support”
to the Haitian National Police, including
building its capacity to counter gangs,
improve security conditions in the
country and secure ports, airports and
critical intersections. Notably, the
resolution adds that the forces will have
the authority to make arrests in
coordination with Haitian police. It also
intends to create favourable conditions in
the country to pave the way for elections.
Polls have not taken place in Haiti since
2016. The strength of the force in Haiti
has not been specified in the resolution,
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Context:

+ Haiti seeked international help to combat deadly

gang violence a year before.

« The country was in a crisis after a group of gangs
called “G9 and Family” seized control of the entry of

the main fuel port Varreux.

« This blockade led to massive shortages of gas and
diesel adversely affecting key services in the country.

+ The group also took control of large parts of the
country including its capital Port-au-Prince.

although discussions suggest that 2,000
personnel would be part of the mission.

While the U.S. has made it clear that it
won't send its troops, it has pledged $100
million in logistical support like
intelligence, communications, airlift
operations and medical aid. While the
deployment date is yet to be announced,
Kenyan Foreign Affairs Minister Alfred
Mutua was quoted as saying by The
Associated Press that the force could
deploy within two to three months, or
possibly early January.

What led to the delay?
Haiti’s troubled past with foreign military
interventions is being viewed as the
primary reason for the delay in
deployment. The last time a force was
sent to stabilise Haiti was in 2004 when
former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide was overthrown in a rebellion.
This was followed by a UN peacekeeping
mission which went on from 2004 to
2017. The mission was marred by
allegations during its deployment in the
country. A sewage runoff from a
peacekeeper camp was blamed for
causing a cholera epidemic which saw
more than 10,000 deaths. There were
also serious allegations of sexual abuse
against the UN peacekeepers. Since then,
Haitians have been sceptical about the
intervention of a foreign armed force.
Moreover, countries were wary of
lending support to PM Henry who doesn’t
enjoy the popular support of Haitians.
(With inputs from agencies)

THE GIST

v

The United Nations Security
Council has approved
international intervention in
the form of a foreign security
mission, led by Kenya, to
restore security, protect critical
infrastructure and control
spiralling violence in the
country.

v

Haiti has experienced a surge
in violence over the past year
as armed groups took control
of large parts of the country,
including the capital
Port-au-Prince,

v

While the U.S. has made it clear
that it won’t send its troops, it
has pledged $100 million in
support like intelligence,
communications, airlift
operations and medical aid.

In the news:

+ As per a UNSC resolution, a multi-
national security mission will be sent to
Haiti which will be headed by Kenya.

+ Other countries like the Bahamas,

also offered support.

Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda have

+ According to the resolution, the force
will provide operational support to the
Haitian National Police. The force will
also be able to make arrests in
coordination with Haitian police.
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Cheriyapani

Source: The Indian Express, 16 October 2023

Tfter 40 yrs, India-Sri Lanka ferry service restarted: Opportunities, challenges

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI OCTOBER 16

AN AGE-old sea route between India and
SriLankahasbeenrejuvenated with the in-
auguration of apassenger ferry service from
Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu to Kankes-
anthurai in Jaffna, Northern Sri Lanka.

The initiativeis aimed atboisteringbilat-
eral ties, boosting tourism, and increasing
people-to-people relations. It is expected to
benefitlocal traders on both shores,

The new service

The ferry service was launched on
Saturday. The name of the vessel aHigh
Speed Craft, is ‘Cheriyapani’.

Aone-way ticket costs around Rs 7,670,
witha baggage allowance of upto40kg per
passenger. The journey starts from Naga-
pattinam at7 am, reaching Kankesanthurai
by 11 am, and the return trip begins at 1.30
pm, arriving in Nagapattinam by 530pm.
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The previous route

Maritime linkage between Indiaand Sei
Lanka isn't new. The indo-Ceylon Express
or Boat Mail ran between Chennai and
Colombo viathe Thoothukudi port from the
early 1900s up until 1982. However, the
servicewas halted due tothe civil warin Sri
Lanka.

Before the civil war, one of the most pop-
ular routes was from Dhanushkodi to
Takimannar. Passengers would get onto the
Boat Mail Express, a train from Chennai’s
Egmore railway station, and transfer to a
coal-powered steam ferry in Dhanushkodi,
which reached Talaimannar in roughlytwo
hours.

Attempts to restart

The resumption of ferry services has
beenon the cards for quite some time, espe-
cially after the war ended in 2009. A
Memorandum of Understanding concemn-
ing passenger transportation by seawas
signed in 2011 and a similar service was

> GS-2 (IR)
» GS-3 (Trade Infrastructure)
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The ferry, Cheriyapani, will run

launched. However, it did not last for more
than six months due to poor response.

Attempts were also made to establish
services from Rameswaram to Takiman-
nar and Karaikal to Kankesanthurai, Various
challenges kept these proposals from mate-
nalising

Potential impact of the ferry

services:

«  Amplify religious tourism in the
coastal regions.

» The services will also boost regional

commerce and trade.

Potential impact

By providing a transportation option,
the ferry can amplify religious tourism in
the coastal regions of both countries. From
India, travellers can access significant reli-
gious sites in Colombo and the southern
parts of Sri Lanka. Indian pilgrim centres

suchasNag, Nagore,
Thirunallar, and temple towns such as
Thanjavur, Madurai, and Tiruchi are ex-
pected tosee an influx of Lankan tourists.
Beyond religious tourism, the services
would boost regional commerce and trade.

Infrastructure and planning

Anticipating the influx of
travellers, Tamil Nadu is
ramping up infrastructural
developments. E V Velu,
Minister for Public Works, said
the state isintouchwithmul-
tiplecentral departments, suchas Customs,
External Affairs, Shipping,and

|_INFRA_|

tivity is not only about bringing two cities
closer but “also also brings our countries
closer, our people closer and our hearts
closer.”

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe, in hisvideo message, called the re-
vival of the ferry service an important step
towards strengthening connectivity be-

tween India and Sri Lanka.

Initial challenges
Crucial to the success of
thenew venturewillbe howit
isoperated. Already, even as
theinauguration of the ferry was being cel-
ebrated, the Shi Cor f india’s

o ensure a smooth experience for passen-
s
TheNagapattinam port,underthe Tamil
Nadu Maritime Board, was upgraded re-
cently withfunds worth Rs 8 crore from the
Union Ministry of External Affairs,
Launching the service on October 14,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said connec-

In the news:

« Age old sea route between
India and Sri Lanka rejuvenated
with a ferry service from
Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu to
Kankesanthurai in Northern Sri

Lanka.

(SC1) initial plan to run services every day
for 10 days has been rescheduled to oper-
ate thrice a week.

While the onset of the northeast mon-
soon is one of the reasons being cited,
sourcesat Nagapattinam port said the ticket
fare, at approximately Rs 7,670, and poor
ticketing systems are also a challenge.

«  The name of the vessel is
Cheriyapani.
« The initiative aims to bolster

bilateral ties, boost tourism,

, increase people-to-people
contact, and benefit local
traders.
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Source: The Indian Express, 16 October 2023
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World Co-operative Economic Forum

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

World Cooperative
Economic Forum formed ‘«.

To give voice to over 3 mn cooperatives across globe

NEW DELHI, Oct 12:
Leading cooperative sector
experts have come togeth-
er to form the World Coop-
erative Economic Forum
(WCopEF) to give voice to

over three million coopera-
tives spread across the
globe, employing 10 per
cent of the total workforce
worldwide.

The WCopEF will en-
deavour to promote coop-
erative thinking and coop-
erative movement, in addi-
tion to raising issues and
concerns of the sector with
the governments and other
stakeholders around the
globe.

“WCopEF journey is
starting at the juncture of
ideation of an equitable econ-
omy, tempered by pragma-
tism. We are transitioning to
a new engagement with the
international cooperative
economic order,” Dileep
Bhai Shanghai, one of the
founder members of the Fo-
rum, said in a statement.

Shanghai, Chairman of the
fertilizer major IFFCO and
President of National Coop-
erative Union of India
(NCUI), had also earlier
served as a member of par-
liament and a Minister in the
Government of Gujarat.

The other founder mem-
bers of the WCEF are Binod
Anand, member MSP Com-
mittee on Agriculture Re-
forms, Dr Rakesh Arrawatia,
Professor Institute of Rural
Management Anand (IRMA)
and Ashish Anand, founder of
Whrrl (whrloans).

“WCopEF will bring to-
gether, for the first time, co-
operators, social scientists,
cooperative economists and
policymakers and myriad
other stakeholders to brain-
storm about the Social and
Solidarity economy,” said
Binod Anand.

The Forum, he added,
“will generate actionable in-
sightswith @ view to help
stakeholders not just navi-
gate but also shape the future

"

of cooperative economy.”

There are around 300
largest cooperatives in the
world, generating over USD
2.1 trillion in revenue and
providing many essential
goods and services.

The WCopEF will aim to
make cooperative policy
thinking more collaborative
towards building strong and
prosperous communities in
a fair and equitable world.

Among other things, the
WCopEF will also transmit
Indian cooperative learnings
to shape global debates and
policies. It will provide non-
partisan, independent, well-
researched analyses and in-
puts to sensitise decision-
makers in governments, co-
operative sector stakehold-
ers, academia and civil soci-
ety around the world.

The overarching objec-
tive will always be to pro-
mote cooperative move-
ment across the globe for the
benefit of all stakeholders,
the statement added. — PTI

The WCEF will
endeavour to promote
cooperative thinking and
cooperative movement,
in addition to raising
issues and concerns of
the sector with
governments and other
stakeholders around the
globe,

WCEF will bring
together, for the first
time, co-operators,
social scientists,
cooperative
economists and
policymakers, and
myriad other
stakeholders to
brainstorm about the
social and solidarity
economy,
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Sampriti 11t Edition

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

Indo—Ban
"

(:UWAHA']‘L Oct 16: The eleventh edi-
tion of bilateral military exercisel '‘Sampriti’
between India and Bangladesh which com-
menced at the Joint Training Node at Umroi
in Meghalava on October 3 concluded today.

The exercise aimed to achieve interopera-
bility and to acquaint each other with the
employment of a joint task force in sub-con-
ventional operations under Chapter VII of the
UN Mandate (UNPKO). Both the armies
were able to achieve the earmarked aim, a
defence spokesman said.

The Bangladesh contingent comprised a

STAFF REPORTER

la military drill concludes

group of 170 soldiers from the 52 Infantry
Brigade and the Indian contingent comprised
170 soldiers from the 15th Battalion of the
Rajput Regiment from 66 Mountain Brigade.
The 340 soldiers from both Bangladesh and
Indian Armies shared their experience gained
from the conduct of various operations across
the globe in the past.

The exercise was conducted in two phases.
During the first phase, a Command Post Exer-
cise was conducted and in the second phase Val-
idation Exercise and Field Training Exercise
including Battle Inoculation were conducted.

7 SEE PAGE 2

o them. SAMPRITI, initiated in 2009, aims to boost interoperability, share tactical
expertise, and promote best practices between the Indian and Bangladeshi armies.

© The exercise focuses on enhancing cooperation and interoperability while
conducting Sub-Conventional Operations as per Chapter VIl of the UN mandate.

o1t consists of a Command Post Exercise (CPX), a Field Training Exercise (FTX), and

a Validation Exercise

India and Bangladesh had kicked off the 11th edition of their annual joint military
exercise, SAMPRITI, from October 3, 2023, in Umroi, Meghalaya.
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India’s Debt Related Risks
Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

India has high debt like China, but

risks are moderated, says IMF

WASHINGTON, Oct 11:
India has a high debt like that
of China but the risks associ-
ated with it are not as great as
that of its northern neighbour,
a senior official from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
has said, advising India in the
medium term to have an am-
bitious fiscal consolidation plan
that brings down deficits.

“The current debt in India
is also high. It stands at 81.9
per cent of GDP. Compared
to China, which is 83 per
cent, it is very similar. Also,

debt to the pre-pandemic lev-
el in 2019, it was 75 per cent.
So it is still quite a bit high-
er,” Ruud de Mooij, Deputy
Director, Fiscal Affairs De-
partment at International
Monetary Fund, told PTI.
“What we also see in India
is a deficit that is 8.8 per cent
projected for 2023. In India, a
large portion of this is because
of expenditures on interest.
They pay a lot of interest on
their debt: 5.4 per cent of GDP
is spent on that, and the pri-
mary deficit is 3.4 per cent.

8.8 per cent,” he said.
Responding to a question,
Mooij said that India’s debt is
not projected to rise like in
China. It, in fact, is projected
to fall slightly by 1.5 per cent
to 80.4 per cent in 2028,
One of the reasons is that
growth in India is much high-
er. India is one of the countries
with really high growth. This
matters of course for the debt
to GDP ratio. Also, just to note
that the risks are moderated
by some factors, he said.
“One factor is, for instance,

They don’t need to be re-
newed very frequently. This
matters for the gross financ-
ing needs. And also, in India
we see a large domestic do-
mestically held debts and also
denoted in domestic currency.
So these mute the risks asso-
ciated with the debts,” he said.

The risk factor in India is the
State level risks, he observed.
“Some States really have high
debts, have high financing
needs and face a high interest
burden. This isa factor that does
mean that there are significant

o

“What should India do
Well, the policy advice is fo
the medium term to have aj
ambitious fiscal consolidatior
plan that brings down th
deficits, especially the prima’
ry deficits through a range ¢
measures. It could be on th
revenue side, could be on th
spending side, and it coul
also be on fiscal management’
sort of using good fiscal rules
fiscal frameworks to managg
the fiscal equation going for
ward. That is the overall adI
vice that we would recom

when we compare India’'s  So together they add up to  thelong maturitiesofthedebt.  risksalso for India,” he said. mend,” Mooij said. - PTI
India has a high debt like that of China but the risks associated CENTRE'’S DEBT TO GDP RATIO
with it are not as great as that of its northern neighbour, COMPARED TO OTHER MAJOR ECONOMIES

The current debt in India stands at 81.9% of GDP. Compared Japan 19573 19979 22143 2132
to China, which is 83%, )

United States 90.99 9s3n 11937 115.28
Moderate RISk United Kingdom 8441 83.89 102,63 102.97

France 80.44 80.87 92.98 91.76
One factor is, for instance; the long maturities of the debt. Brazil 8036 8268 9267 8275
They don't need to be renewed very frequently. This matters ey o [ R
for the gross financing needs. And also, in India we see a 4 = = 2
large domestic domestically held debts and also denoted in Canaza geios | 352 | AR | 3855
domestic currency. So these mute the risks associated with Germany 39.31 3742 W43 4627
the debts.

South Korea 34.34 36.32 “2.21 4533
Also, growth in India is much higher. India is one of the Xgtnam e | i io O (B B F| B )
countries with really high growth. This matters of course for Bangladesh 2960 | 3166 3418 3555
the debt to GDP ratio Russian Federation 292 @ B 1854 -

Note: Data for Russia’s centrol government debt is only available till Fv20

Source 1us, india budget documens 0000MmY
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HCrejects Purkayastha’s

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

plea challenging arrest

m UAPA case ”

NEW DELHI, Oct 13: The
Delhi High Court today refused
to interfere with the arrest and
subsequent police remand of
NewsClick founder Prabir
Purkayastha and the news por-
tal's human resources depart-
ment head Amit Chakravarty in
a case lodged against them un-
der anti-terror law UAPA.

The High Court rejected
their contention that they ought
to have been supplied with the
grounds of arrest when they
were apprehended by police and
said the UAPA does not man-
date furnishing the written
grounds and only speaks of the
accused being “informed” about
the reasons for arrest. The
court said it would be “advisa-
ble” that the police henceforth
provide the grounds of arrest in
writing to an accused after re-
dacting “sensitive material”.

Dismissing the petitions, Jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela said
there was no “procedural infir-
mity” or violation of legal or con-
stitutional provisions in relation
to the arrest and the remand
order is sustainable in law.

“The petition, being devoid
of any merit, along with pend-
ing applications, 1s dismissed,”
said the court in its order passed
on the petition by the portal’'s
founder.

“After examining the entire
issue in the right perspective, it
appears as of now that the
grounds of arrest were indeed
conveyed to the petitioner, as
soon as may be, after the arrest

Cent Y

and as such, there does not ap-
pear to be any procedural infir-
mity or violation of the provi-
sions of the Section 43B of the
UAPA or the Article 22(1) of the
Constitution of India and as such,
the arrests are in accordance
with law;” the court stated.

The court noted that offences
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) di-
rectly impact the stability, integ-
rity and sovereignty of the coun-
try and are of utmost impor-
tance since they affect national

It said the arrestee only need-
ed to be informed about the
grounds of arrest within 24 hours
of being apprehended.

“Keeping in view the law laid
down by the Supreme Court in
(the case of) Pankaj Bansal (su-
pra), and also considering the
stringent provisions of UAPA,
it would be advisable that the
respondent, henceforth, pro-
vide grounds of arrest in writ-
ing, though after redacting what
in the opinion of the respondent
would constitute ‘sensitive ma-
terial’. This too would obviate,
as held by the Supreme Court,
any such challenge to the arrest
as made in the present case,”
the court added.

The petitioners, besides as-
sailing their arrest over non-
supply of the reasons for it, had
also contended that the subse-
quent remand order sending
them to 7-day police custody
was passed in the absence of
their lawyers. - PTI

FIR has been registered against NewsClick
under various Sections of the UAPA. Among

the key provisions invoked i Section 16,

which prescribes punishment for terroris

.ESection 15 }f the UAPA defines

and Is punishable with imprisonment for a
term of at least five years to life. In case the
terrorist act results in death, the punishment
is death or imprisonment for life. This is an
offence that describes violent acts that are
serious in nature.

The other provisions invoked against
NewsClick include Section 13 (unlawful
activities), 16 (terrorist act), 17 (raising
funds for terrorist acts), 18 (conspiracy),
and 22 (C) (offences by companies, trusts)
of the UAPA, along with IPC sections 153
A (promoting enmity between different
group) and 120B (criminal conspiracy).

Introduced in 1967, UAPA purpose was to target separatist
organizations.

It is an anti-terror law which aimed at preventing certain unlawful
activities of individuals and associations.

Investigation are done by the State police and the National Investigatiory

Agency (NIA).

The investigating agency has up to 180 days to file a charge sheet so

getting bail.is very tough.

Background ofIUniawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act l

INTRODUCED IN LOK SABHA 8 JULY 2019

PASSED IN LOK SABHA JULY 24, 2019

PASSED IN RAJYA SABHA AUGUST 2, 2019
KEY POINTS

The union government may title an organization as a terrorist
organization if it

1 Commits or participates in acts of terrorism,

prepares for terrorism,

2
3 promotes terrorism, or
4

is otherwise involved in terrorism.

UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) ACT
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GUWAHATI, Oct 13:
The number of Indian
vessels plying on the
Indo-Bangladesh Proto-
col (IBP) waterways
route has been much less
compared to Bangladeshi
ships, which is not in line
with the agreement
signed by the two neigh-
bouring countries.

The protocol routes pro-
vide crucial waterways con-
nectivity from Kolkata to
Northeast India, via the Brah-
maputra.

Sources said that Indian
firms are being forced to out-
source the carriage on the

Indo-Bangla Relation
Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

Bangla vessels dominating
Indo-Bangla Protocol route

2ls
y due

O /lelays
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route to Bangladeshi agen-
cies due to “paperwork has-
sles” in the neighbouring
country, which has been caus-
ing “undue delays” and “har-
assment” for Indian shippers
who have been shying away
from operating in the route.

In the protocol agreement,
the two governments had
agreed to “sharing of the car-
riage of inter-country trade
and transit cargo on an equal
tonnage basis (50:50) by the

vessels of signatory countries
to and from ports of call and
customs stations including
extended places of loading
and unloading under customs
formalities and supervision”.

In 2018-19, around 600
Bangladeshi ships used the
IBP route compared to 40
Indian vessels. In the subse-
quent years also, the number
of Indian vessels has been
much less than Bangladeshi
vessels, according to a Par-
liamentary committee re-
port. Indian traders and com-
panies were also outsourcing
the carriage to Bangladeshi
shippers.

» SEE PAGE 2

In 2018-19, around 600 Bangladeshi ships used the IBP
route compared to 40 Indian vessels. In the subsequent
years also, the number of Indian vessels has been much
less than Bangladeshi vessels, according to a
Parliamentary committee re-port. Indian traders and
companies were also outsourcing the carriage to
Bangladeshi shippers.

Indo-Bangladesh Protocol on Inland
Water Transit and Trade

The protocol on Transit and Trade
through inland waterways between
India and Bangladesh allows the use
of waterways for commerce within the
two countries and for the passage of
goods from one country to another.
This Protocol was first established in
1972 and was last renewed in 2015 for
a period of five years with an option
for automatic renewal for a further
five years.

The existing protocol routes include
Kolkata-Pandu-Kolkata, Kolkata-
Karimganj — Kolkata, Rajshahi-
Dhulian-Rajshahi and Pandu-
Karimganj-Pandu. For inter-country
trade, certain ports of call have been
designated in each country. These
Ports of call serve as intermediate
stops for a ship on its scheduled
journey for cargo loading and
unloading, supplies or fuel intake, and
maintenance and refurbishing.

The protocol allows for a 50:50 cargo
sharing arrangement by Indian and
Bangladeshi vessels for both transit
and inter-country trade. New ports of
call such as Jogigopha in India and
Bahadurabad in Bangladesh have been
added. These new ports provide
connectivity to Meghalaya, Assam and
Bhutan.
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Face to “ace

Prasanta J Baruah

Dr Parag Jyoti Deka is the Project Director of Pygmy
Hog Conservation Programme (PHCP). He joined PHCP
in 1997 and was initially engaged in veterinary support,
management and breeding of captive Pygmy hogs and later
contributed in reintroduction and habitat restoration.
Since 2018 he has been leading the programme.

What is the Pygmy Hog

hati. PHCP maintains a captive

Conservation Pry
‘py2

The Pygmy Hog is the
world's smallest and rarest
wild pig most threatened by
extinction. It belongs to a
unique genus that has no close
relative. The species was
originally found in the narrow
belt of tall alluvial grasslands
that runs across the South-
ern edge of the Himalayas in
the Indian subcontinent.
However, by 1993 it was re-
duced to a single population
found only in a few pockets of
the Manas National Park.

The Pygmy Hog Conser-
vation Programme (PHCP)
started in 1995 is trying to save
the rare Pygmy Hog species
and its habitat. It is a collabo-

population ofabout 80 hogs and
has reintroduced 170 hogs
over 15 years in Sonai Rupai
Wildlife Sanctuary, Orang Na-
tional Park and Barnadi Wild-
life Sanctuary and Manas Na-
tional Park in Assam.

How do you ensure their
survival?

Before release in the wild,
these hogs are taught to sur-
vive independently at a pre-
release facility at Potasali,
Nameni Tiger Reserve. The
released hogs are monitored
using field signs (nests, forage
marks, footprints and drop-
pings), camera traps and radio-
telemetry. Camera trap study
at Orang National Park and sign
survey have revealed that the
reintroduced population has

rative project of Durrell Wild-  started breeding and expand-
life Conservation Trust, [IUCN/  ing the population. Surveys are
SSC Wild Pig Specialist  beingcaried out toidentify and
Group, Forest Department —  restore other protected grass-
Govt of Assam and the Minis-  kands for reintroduction. PHCP
try of Environment, Forest also conducts grassland re-
and Climate Change -Govtof  search to find out how best to
India and Eco-Systems-India  manage these I'ﬂluuaandun
and A k as deliverypart-  duct
ners. This isa unique collabo-  capacity building programmes
rative effort in India where  among local communities and
publicand private partnership  frontline protection staff for
work together to save a spe-  proper conservation of these
cies from extinetion. threatened grasslands.
One of the main activities of What are the main
PHCP is conservation breed-  threats to their survival?
ing of pygmy hogs. In 1996, The main threats to surviv-
six wild hogs were captured al of pygmy hog are loss and
from M. d brought to the dation of habitat due to
Research and Breeding Cen-  human settk gricultur-
tre located at Basistha, Guwa-  al encroachments, flood con-

Pygmy Hog

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

birth, about the size of a rat.
Pygmy Hogs eat roots, tu-
bers, wild-fruits, termites,
earthworms, eggs etc. found
inthe Jands. In the wilda

‘Assam Pygmy Hog conservation a success story’

survive in a degraded habitat,
it is important to save indica-
tor species. Moreover, these
wet grasslands also help in

pygmy hog may survive for
about 8 years but in captivity
some individuals have lived for
more than 10 years.

Where are the Pygmy

Hogs found?

PresenLh, the Pygmy Hu;,-s
trol schemes, bie  are found only inthe %
livestock grazing, extensive  of Manas National Park and
grass burning and improper  Orang National Park of Assam.
management. Some manage-  In the past they were found in
ment practices, suchasplant-  a narrow belt of grassland
ing of trees in the grasslands  south of the Himalayan foot-
and indiscriminate use of fire  hills in Uttar Pradesh, Nepal,

to create extensive damage to
the habitats.

What is it called in As-
sam?

Pygmy Hogis known as Nol
Gahori or Takuri Borah in
Assamese. Bodos call it Oma
Thakhri.

How smallis the Pygmy

Hog?
Itisonly60to65cm in length
and 25 cm in height. An adult
male weights 8to9 kg, Females
are a bit smaller. Compared to
a Wikl Boar it is about 10-15
times less bulkier.

How can one tell a Pyg-
my Hog from a young Wild
Boar or a domestic pig?

By its tail. In adult Pygmy
Hogs the tail isonly 2to3em
(about an inch) long while even
a young Wild Boar or domes-
tic pig's tail is over 8 em (3
inches) long. Also a Pygmy
Hog female has only three
pairs of teats while the other
pigs have 5 to 6 pairs. Pygmy
Hogaisolook different as their
body is more streamlined.

Pygmy Hogs have 4 or 5
babies each year. They breed
only once a year and the ba-
bies are borm between April
and June after a gestation pe-
riod of about 155 days. The
babies weigh only 150 gm at

Bihar, North Bengal and As-
sam. Even till 1990, they were

long term ecolog-
ical and economic well being
of the region as they serve as
buffer against floods in rany
season while maintaining high
groundwater levels in dry sea-
son, indirectly benefiting farm-
ing communities living in the
fringe areas.

How did you start the
conservation breeding pro-

2

The highly successful captive
breeding project of PHCP be-
gan using six (2M, 4F) wild
hogs captured from the last
surviving popukation of the spe-

been estimated that with the
release of these 54 hogs (20M,
34F) in Rupahi grasslands in
the Bhuyanpara range of
Manas National Park, the total
number of reintroduced hogs
and their progeny may have
reached 180. About 60 hogs
will be released ever the 5-
year-period in the Bhuyanpara
range of Manas from where
they had disappeared.

What is your roadmap

9

Till 2018, the PHCP was

guided by the [TUCN Species
Action Plan (SAP), 1993, pre-
pared by the Wild Pig Special-
ist Group. The revised SAP
has been enacted with a long
term vision till 2030. The

present ina few plices outside  ciesin Manas in 1996, Later,a | PHCP is guided by Durrell’s
Manas, such as Barnadi Wild-  young male rescued in 2001, | ‘Rewild Our World" strategy
life Sanctuary, but the popula-  and another male and two fe- | and twoassociated plans which
tion other than those inManas ~ males captured in 2013 from | map out the programme until
have all disappeared now. the same range joined the cap- | 2025, one for field and com-
How many Pygmy Hogs  tive breeding stock. PCHP to- | munity activities in Manas and
are left in the wild? day holds almost the entire | the second for the pygmy hog
Although accurate numbers gﬁM upuv: pnpulalmn and | captive breeding and reintro-
are not known it is esti d hout 70 cap! s | duction programme.,
that there may be only a few  atitstwocentres in Assam and Manas contains some of the
hundred, probably less than  breed more hogs for release. largest remaining grassland
300 Pygmy Hogs are left in How have yougoneabout  blocks in the sub-Himalayan
the wild. reintroducing the Pygmy  grassland ecosystems. The tall
Can one see them in  Hogin the wild again? alluvial wet grassland belt just
Manas? Reintroduction of captive  south of the Himakayan foothills
No, Pygmy Hogs are ex- hogsinthewildbeganin2008.  also happens to be home of
tremely shy animals and it is  Initially, three protectedare-  number of other highly threat-
almost impossible toseethem  as keeping in mind their past  ened species, suchas the Ben-
in the wild. You wouldbe very  distribution range in Assam  gal florican, hispid hare, east-
lucky to spot one crossing a  were selected for better pro- e barasingha and the water
jungle track. tection and restorationofal-  buffalo. The grassland is also

Why has habitat loss af-
fected Pygmy Hogs more?

As Pygmy Hogs are very
sensitive animals the habitat
loss has affected them more
than some other animals. They
are unable to survive in a bad
habitat. Pygmy Hogs also act
asa ‘barometer’ for their eco-
systemand help toforecast the
health of the habitat. Thus they
act as the ‘indicator species’.
Since many native animals and
plants would not be able to

Pygmy Hog:

+ ltis the smallest and rarest species of wild pig in the

world.

« ltis one of the very few mammals that build its own

home, or nest, complete with a ‘roof’.

« _ltis.an indicator species as its presence reflects the
health of its primary habitat, tall and wet grasslands.

Tuvial mnldnds Over the

Rupai \hldlm) Sanctuary, 59
M, 33F) in Orang Nation-
and 22 (11M, 11F) in
Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary.
The reintroduction in
Orang has been particularly
successful as they have multi-
plied almost two and a half
times in number (130-150),
and have spread to areas far
from release locations. It has

used extensively by rhinocer-
os, clephant, tiger, hog deer and
anumber of small endangered
animals. The Manas Plan re-
newed the focus of PHCP on
the recovery of grasslands and
these grasskands obligated spe-
cies. At the same time the Pyg-
my Hog Plan envisons to es-
tablish pygmy hog populations
in the entire sub-Himalayan
grassland to ensure their long
term survival.
pibarvah_at@yahoo.com
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Once thought to be extinct, it was rediscovered in 1971.

The Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, United Kingdom, initiated the Pygmy Hog

Conservation Programme in 1995.

Pygmy hogs were brought into captivity in 1996 to start the recovery programme.

Between 2008 and 2022, 152 individuals have been reintroduced into four

protected areas (PAs) in Assam, including the recent release of 36
individuals in Manas National Park.
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Rain Induced Dust Pollution

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

Rain-induced dust pollution

worsening city scenario

STAFF REPOR1 >

GUWAHATI, Oct 14: Dust
pollution in most of the roads
after every moderate to heavy
rainfall has turned into a nor-
mal situation in Guwahati in
recent times.

The main causes behind the
worsening dust pollution are
the lack of proper machinery
and manpower, along with prop-
er strategies on the part of the
Guwahati Municipal Corpora-
tion (GMC) to combat the civ-
ic-cum-public health issue.

Rampant earth cutting in the
hills of the city, which are un-
der way under the nose of the
district administration, is the
main source of dust particles.
During every moderate to
heavy rainfall, most of the
drainage in Guwahati gets
filled with the silt coming down
from the hilly areas. With the
overflowing of the drainage,
the mud comes onto the roads,
which later turn into dust par-
ticles, causing severe air pol-
lution leading to public health
hazard.

What has further worsened
the pollution is the spurt in ill-
conceived and ill-executed
construction activities across
the city.

The construction works are
being carried out over a very
long period of time by the au-
thorities such as the PWD and

b
Yeent P

the GMC which do not adhere
to even the basic norms of
transportation and storage of
construction materials such as
sand, earth, stone chips, etc.,
besides those mandated dur-
ing construction like ade-
quately covering the construc-
tion site and spraying of water
on the nearby roads.

Another irritant adding to
the severity of dust pollution
has been the nonsensical prac-
tice of the GMC to heap by the
roadside the slush and earth
collected from the roads and
drainage.

Another disturbing part is
that the veil of dust over the
city atmosphere has almost
become a permanent feature.

According to sources, at
present the GMC is equipped
with two sweeping machines,
which are used in removing the
dust from the roads. Each of
machines costs around Rs 1.90
crore and GMC purchased the
same under the National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP). Now,
the civic body is preparing to
purchase two more such ma-
chines under the same pro-
gramme.

The Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate
Change launched the NCAP in
January 2019 as a long-term,
time-bound, national-level
strategy to tackle the air pollu-
tion problem across the country

in a comprehensive manner.

A senior official of the GMC
informed that the use of sweep-
ing machines to combat dust
pollution is a mandate of the
NCAP. But two or four such
machines are not enough to
cover the entire city within a
short period of time after eve-
Iy rain.

“We need more than ten
such machines to give the cit-
izens respite from dust pollu-
tion after every heavy rain
spell. We are also using water
spraying machines in some ar-
eas to control the dust. But our
strength is not enough as per
requirement,” the GMC offi-
cial told The Assam Tribune.

Talking to The Assam Trib-
une, GMC Mayor Mrigen Sara-
nia informed that the civic body
is following a three-phase proc-
ess to combat dust pollution in
Guwahati.

“We are working in three
phases as per requirement to
control the dust pollution. First
we clear the silt coming out
from the drainage. In second
phase, we sweep roads and
spray water wherever possi-
ble. In major roads we are us-
ing machines and in narrow
roads we are using manual
method. But Guwahati produc-
es dust and garbage in large
scale every day. We are trying
our best to address both the
issues,” Sarania said.

The main causes behind the

worsening dust pollution are the lack
of proper machinery and manpower,
along with proper strategies on the
part of the Guwahati Municipal
Corporation (GMC) to combat the
civ-ic-cum-public health issue.
Rampant earth cutting in the hills of
the city, which are under way under
the nose of the district
administration, is the main source of
dust particles.

During every moderate to heavy
rainfall, most of the drainage in
Guwahati gets filled with the silt
coming down from the hilly areas.
With the overflowing of the drainage,
the mud comes onto the roads, which
later turn into dust par-ticles, causing
severe air pollution leading to public
health hazard.

What has further worsened the
pollution is the spurt in ill-conceived
and ill-executed construction
activities across the city.

Another irritant adding to the severity
of dust pollution has been the
nonsensical practice of the GMC to
heap by the roadside the slush and earth
collected from the roads and drainage.
Another disturbing part is that the veil
of dust over the city atmosphere has
almost become a permanent feature.
According to sources, at present the
GMC is equipped with two sweeping
machines, which are used in removing
the dust from the roads.
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Electoral Bonds

Source: The Assam Tribune, 17 October 2023

SC refers electoral
bonds case to 5-judge
Constitution Bench

Top court cites importance of issue’ for the decision: says it received plea
seeking the shift; the case, as scheduled earlier, will be listed on Oct. 31

NEW DELHI

n a quick turn of
l events, Chief Justice of

India DY. Chandra-
chud on Monday referred
the challenge to the validi-
ty of the electoral bonds
scheme, which facilitates
anonymous donations to
political parties, to a Con-
stitution Bench of five
judges.

During the oral men-
tioning hour, the Chief Jus-
tice said the court had re-
ceived a plea to refer the
case from the three-judge
Bench to a larger Bench.

He said the case would
now go before a five-judge
Bench owing to the “im-
portance of the issue”. The
case, as scheduled in an

Contentious scheme

The anonymity that electoral bonds allow in political donations
has caused concern ever since its introduction in 2018

® CPI(M), Associa
tion for Democratic
Reforms and
Common Cause
move the Supreme
Court claiming the
scheme legalises
anonymous and
unlimited political
donations.

earlier hearing on October
10, will be listed on Octob-
er 3L

By refusing to delay the
hearing for the formation
of a five-judge Bench, the
court has sent a clear mes-
sage to the government
that it does not intend to
delay the hearing any

® The Finance Act, 2017
exempts electoral bonds
from disclosure under
the Representation of

the People Act, 1951
» Petitioners say 95% of

the electoral bonds sold

have been in favour of

one political party

more. The case has been
pending in the Supreme
Court for over eight years
now. “We are here to de-
cide the case,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud observed in
the October 10 hearing.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

An electoral bond is like a Promissory
Note, similar to a bank note, that is
payable to the bearer on demand and
free of interest. It can be purchased by
any Indian citizen or a body corporate
in India.

An electoral bond may be issued in
multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1
Lakh and Rs 1 Crore and are available
at specified branches of the State
Bank of India.

A donor can purchase an electoral
bond with a KYC-compliant account
and can donate the bonds to their
party of choice, which can then be
cashed through the party’s verified
account within 15 days.

Any political party that is registered
under Section 29 A of the
Representation of People Act, 1951,
and has secured not less than 1 per
cent of the votes polled in the last
elections to the Lok Sabha or
legislative assembly will be eligible to
receive electoral bonds.
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Issues with electoral bonds
+ It has eliminated the cap on corporate donations. Thus it may unduly favour ruling

parties.

+ Any individual, firm or special interest group could now give an unlimited sum of money
to any political party without disclosing a single rupee and no voter, no citizen, no
journalist, and no civil society representative—would be able to connect the dots.

+ ECI argued its objections to the Government on multiple grounds: concerns about
foreign influence, the further consolidation of a corrupt business—politics nexus, and
legal loopholes that could allow for dodgy money to be routed through shell companies.

+ Thus it has been challenged in supreme court.
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Consider the following statements

1) Dadabhai Nauroji was the first person to calculate per
capita income in India

2) Gopal Krishna Gokhale became the first person to
demand education as a fundamental right more than 100
years ago.

3) There was no mid-day meal Scheme during the British
period.

Which of the statements given below are correct:

A. 1and 2 only

B. 2only
C. 1and3only
D. 1,2and 3

Correct Answer: A

1. The first attempt to calculate the national income of India was made by Dadabhai Naoroji
in 1867 - 68, who estimated per capita income to be X 20.

2. In 1910, Gopal Krishna Gokhale demanded the Right to Education for Indian children
from the Imperial Legislative Assembly.

3. The Mid Day Meal scheme was first introduced in Madras by the British administration in
1925 which was followed in Puducherry by the French administration in 1930. In the
post-independence period, today the scheme is being implemented in most states
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The special edition of paperback version of Roget’s
Thesaurus has 656 printed pages, and all are
numbered except the covers. What would be the
total number of digits used for page numbering this

book ? APSC CCE 2022 (Prelims)

A. 1760 B. 1680 C. 1860 D. 1670

Institut of
Advanced Sru u

Correct Answer: C. 1860

Total number of digits used from page 1t0 9 =9
Total number of digits used from page 10 to 99 (two-digit numbers)
= 90%x2 = 180

Total number of digits used from page 100 to 656 (three-digit numbers)
= (656 —99)%x3 = 557%x3 = 1671

Hence, the total number of digits used till 656 pages
=94 180+ 1671 = 1860
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