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Brahminy Duck & Subansiri river
Source: The Assam Tribune Analysis, 24 February 2023
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Category: 
➢ Prelims

Context: 
➢ Recently spotted in the Subansiri River

Brahminy Duck  
• aka - Ruddy Shelduck/ Chakoi

(female)-Chokuwa (male) IUCN 
Status: Least Concerned 

• It is a migratory bird, wintering in the 
Indian subcontinent and breeding in 
southeastern Europe and central Asia. 

• It inhabits inland water-bodies such as 
lakes, reservoirs and rivers. 

• But their nest may be well away from 
water 

• The male and female form a lasting pair 
bond

Subansiri River 
• Trans-Himalayan river  
• The total length of the Subansiri is about 

442 km. 
• Out of which 192 km lie in Arunachal 

Pradesh and 190 km in Assam and the 
rest fall in Tibet.  

• Right/North bank tributary of 
Brahmaputra 

• It is the longest tributary of Brahmaputra. 
• It flows through Lakhimpur district. 
• Its tributaries are Jai Dhal (or Kumotia) 

(Dhemaji), Ranga Nadi (Lakhimpur) 
and Dikrong (Bihpuria, Lakhimpur).
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Kanak Rele and Mohiniyattam
Source: The Indian Express Analysis, 24 February 2023

Category: 
➢ Prelims

Kanak Rele
• She was one of India's 

leading exponents of 
Mohiniyattam, a 
classical dance form from 
Kerala 

• She enedeavoured to 
rescue Mohiniyattam
from neglect and 
vilification as a 
"devadasi" dance and 
formalising its structure. 

• This she did by setting up 
the Nalanda Nritya Kala 
Mahavidyalaya in Mumbai 

• Her formal education in 
classical dance, however, 
began with Kathakali, 
another classical dance 
from Kerala

Mohiniyattam
• Mohiniyattam's roots, like all classical Indian dances, are in the Natya Shastra 
• However, it follows the Lasya style described in Natya Shastra, which is a dance which is 

delicate, eros-filled and feminine. 
• It is traditionally a solo dance performed by women.
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