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India’s Declining ‘Total Fertility Rate’ (TFR)
(GS-1)

Source: The National Herald, 28 September 2022

Current News:
➢ The General Fertility Rate (GFR) has declined in India by 20% over the past decade.
➢ Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for the country has come down to 2.0 in 2020 from 2.1 in 2019. 
➢ India's under 5 mortality rate has also significantly declined by from 35 per 1,000 live births in 2019 to 32 per 

1,000 live births in 2020.
What is GFR? 
GFR refers to the number of children born per 1,000 women in a year in the reproductive age group of 15-49 
years.
What is TFR? 
The total fertility rate (TFR) of a population is the average number of children that would be born to a woman over 
her lifetime if she were to live to the end of her child-bearing years and give birth to children in alignment 
with the prevailing age-specific fertility rates.
At present, the TFR of a rural woman is 2.2 at the national level which is higher than that of an urban woman 
(1.6). 
TFR of about 2.1 children per woman is called Replacement-level fertility. TFR lower than 2.1 children 
per woman — indicates that a generation is not producing enough children to replace itself, eventually 
leading to an outright reduction in population.

Reasons for Decline in TFR: 
▪ Rising Women Empowerment and women education to 

greater autonomy and decision making. 
▪ Rise in use of Contraceptives. 
▪ Rising family planning 
▪ Government Efforts to reduce population. 
▪ Active role of public policy and civil society's greater 

role. 

Significance of Declining TFR: 
✓ Population Stabilisation.
✓ Accelerated Economic Growth.
✓ Also seen worrying trends like rise in women 

sterilization, decline in sex ratio etc.

Concerns of Lower TFR: 
TFR lower than 2.1 children per woman — indicates that a 
generation is not producing enough children to replace 
itself, eventually leading to an outright reduction in 
population. Declining TFR will result in rising dependent 
population (old population) as seen in Japan.
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Groundwater Depletion: Factors and Impacts
(Prelims / GS-1 / GS-3)

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2022

Current News:
The Union Govt launched a 
mobile application - JAL 
DOOT: jointly developed by 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj Ministry to 
monitor the groundwater level 
across the country.

Impacts of lowering of groundwater 
levels: 
➢ Lowering of the water table. 
➢ Reduction of water in streams and 

lakes.
➢ Subsidence of land.
➢ Increased cost for water extraction. 
➢ Contamination of groundwater.
➢ Constraints in food supply.
➢ Limitations to biodiversity and creation 

of sinkholes.

Reasons for groundwater 
depletion: 
❑ For the purpose of agriculture 

and irrigation of crops. 
❑ Industrial requirements. 
❑ Inadequate restoration of 

groundwater. 
❑ Limited storage facility.
❑ Subsidies on electricity and high 

MSP for water-intensive crops.
❑ Water contamination.
❑ Deforestation, unscientific 

methods of agriculture, 
chemical effluents from 
industries. 

❑ Natural causes include uneven 
rainfall and climate change 
that are hindering the process 
of groundwater recharge.
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Warming of Oceans, Hurricanes and Cyclones
(GS-3)

Source: The Indian Express, 28 September 2022

WARMING OF OCEANS 
❑ More than 90% of excess 

heat from human caused 
global warming over the 
past 50 years have been 
absorbed by the oceans. 

❑ Sea surface temperature has 
risen by 0.14 degree 
Fahrenheit per decade since 
1901. 

❑ STORMS gather strength 
over the ocean and the 
warmer the ocean, the more 
powerful are the storms. 

❑ Warmer oceans results in 
more intensification of 
winds. 

Important Practice Question 
From Mains Perspective: 
Why does more powerful 
cyclones are formed over the 
Bay of Bengal than that over the 
Arabian sea? Do you see any 
change in trend.
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Rise In Employment In India
(Prelims / GS-3)

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2022

Quarterly Employment 
Survey, which is a part of All 
India Quarterly 
Establishment based 
Employment Survey taken 
up by the Labour Bureau
informs that 
❑3.18 crore workers were 

employed in 5.31 lakh 
establishments between 
January and March. 

❑Education, manufacturing, 
trade and financial sectors 
together accounted for 
84% of the total 
estimated units. 

❑Manufacturing sector 
accounts for the largest 
percentage of total number 
of workers. 

❑Participation of women 
workers witnessed a 
marginal increase. 

❑In financial sectors, women 
far outnumber males 
among self employment. 

❑The survey said 86.4% of 
the workers were regular 
workers. 

Important Practice Question From Mains 
Perspective: 
There is greater need to push for manufacturing 
sector in India to end the distress of 
unemployment. Discuss.
(Refer to 16 Sept current affairs analysis on 
'Should India chose manufacturing over 
services’).



Deployment of Artillery In Northern Border
(GS-3)

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2022

• Indian Army deploys medium, long ranged weapon across Northern Border.
• Regiment of Artillery is in process of inducting 

1. Dhanush.
2. K-9 Vajra.
3. M777 Ultra Light Howitzers. 
4. Loitering mutations.

• It is also Looking at procuring tactical UAVs.
• It has operationalized Pinaka Multi Rocket Launch System. Wednesday, September 28, 2022
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Supreme Court Judgement On EWS Reservation 
(Prelims / GS-2)

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2022

Indra Sawhney & Others vs Union of 
India, 1992
❑ The Supreme Court while upholding the 

27% quota for backward classes, struck 
down the government notification reserving 
10% government jobs for 
economically backward classes among 
the higher castes. 

❑ SC in the same case also upheld the 
principle that the combined reservation 
beneficiaries should not exceed 50% of 
India’s population. 

❑ The concept of ‘creamy layer’ also gained 
currency through this judgment and 
provision that reservation for backward 
classes should be confined to initial 
appointments only and not extend to 
promotions.

What does it mean by judgement 
reserved? 
It means that the court has decided it needs 
time to consider the facts and details of 
the case before drawing a verdict. At this 
stage, the court has heard the arguments of 
counsels from both sides of the case and is 
taking its time to consider information and 
deliberate on the verdict.
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QUAD boosting India’s Trade And Investment
(GS-2 / GS-3 / PSIR)

Source: The Hindu, 28 September 2022

About the article:
This article discusses on how India's 
membership of QUAD has 
elevated its ranks by lifting trade 
and investment flow prospects as 
economic ties depend among the 
members, which also seeks or cut 
their reliance on China. It discusses 
the constraints such as India's 
protectionist approach, 
regulatory and infrastructure 
constraints as the main 
determinants to limit its extent of 
gains.

Practice Question From Mains 
Perspective: 
• Discuss how India's membership 

of QUAD will help it gap greater 
trade and investment flows. 

• India's protectionist approach to 
market will limit its gains in trade 
and investment flows. Critically 
examine the statement.
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