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Important for GS-5 (Assamese Literature)

Jonaki Mel and the legacy of Geetikavi

M Arundhati (Loni) Agarwala

arvati Prasad Baruva is apt-

ly called the Geetikavi of

Assam. Equally gifted in

composing poetry, songs,
music and prose, he is essentially a
lynical poet and even his songs are
poetry in motion. The charactenistic
feature of his compositions is the use
of simple everyday words, impart-
ing to them a sweet poetical melody.
In 1981 the Asam Sahitya Sabha pub-
lished Parvati Prasad Baruvar Ras-
anavali, a compilation of his varied
compositions.

The compilation includes Mou
Tokari (first published in 1926), a
collection of songs that use ‘earthy’
words, familiar, homely rustic
words to express the poet’s love
for his motherland, the ‘eternally
beautiful divine’, etc.

The compilation has Lakhimi
(first published in 1931), a dance
drama set in autumn where Nature
is personified in the characters of
Sarat Konwar, Kohua, Dawor and
Sewali. Luiti (first published in
1951), a collection of 23 melodious
songs set to the tune of bongee!, cel-
ebrating the beauty of Nature and
the intimate relationship between
man and Nature, also forms part of

The compilation includes the
Geetikavi's second dance drama
Somar Soleng (first published in
1955) which, like Lakhimi, also has
characters that find place in many of
his poems, especially the Been Bo-
ragi (The Minstrel), the eternal
seeker characterising the poet him-
self. The flock of geese, young chil-
dren, an old woman and the dancers
are reminiscent of Tagore's Raja.

Bhonga Tokarir Sur (first pub-
lished in 1959) is a collection of po-
ems that express the feelings born
of personal loss: loneliness, frustra-
tion and hopelessness in the cruel
hands of fate. These poems were
composed after the accident in which
he lost his friend and mentog, his elder
brother Bhagavati Prasad, the latter’s
wife and son and their young sister.

Also included in the Sahitya Sab-
ha compilation is Sukula Dawor O
Kolwea Phad (first published in 1963),
a collection of lyrical poems, prima-
rily odes tosarat or the pre-autum-
nal season, personified sometimes
as Lakhimi Aie or the bountiful moth-
er and sometimes as a beauteous
vouth called Sarat Konwar.

Khel Bhonga Khel (published in
l‘ﬂ)iuaa»{kﬂumnﬂh{ poet’s lat-

the Sahitya Sabha's compil

The songs of Gungunani (first
published in 1953) deal with the po-
et's relation with Nature, his love
for his motherland, his philosophy,
the sounds of the countryside and
his dialogues with the unseen di-
vine. A few songs betray the influ-
ence of Tagore.

er comp in the period be-

fore his death in 1964. Although Na-

ture finds a place in this collection, it
is different in that it deals with mod-
em ideas and experiences like social
consciousness, uncertainty, fear and
turmoil. Moyapee is a collection of
melodious songs that best display the
lyrical poet’s craft, his adeptness in

using familiar rustic words and im-
parting to them a musical quality.
Bhonga Kabita is a collection of 20
poems that include the poetry of Shel-
ley, Byron and Hafiz, translated by the
poet from English to Assamese, re-
taining the feelings of the original
while at the same time bearing the
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sing his father’s songs, accompanied
by his friends Ghiyasuddin Ahmed
and Khagen.

In 1971, under the banner of Par-
vati Soaroni Sanstha, Pranavi pro-
duced the first record of the Gee-
tikavi's songs. He roped in his men-
tor Bhupen Hazarika to lend his voice
tothe now famous song ‘Pujon Aha’,
A young Malabika Bora (Baruah)
sang ‘Saradhi Sandhiyar Jonaki Mel'
while Pranavi himself sang “Nobolo
Tok Sonar Asam', His friend Ghiyas
sang in chorus along with them in
‘Ahise Aji Nabajibonor Dhal'.

But, except for Bhupen Hazari-
ka, Pranavi and his friends were yet
tomake a name for themselves, and
this first production was not a com-
mercial success. Pranavi realised
that to popularise his father's lega-
cy a popular singer was needed, a
voice the people of Assam were fa-
miliar with. The obvious choice was
Bhupen Hazarika. In 1982 the first
long-playing remrd of eight of the

stampof the lyrical poet’s compositi
When Parvati Prasad passed a\m\

his songs were known only to few
people outside the circle of his fam-
ily, friends and contemporaries. It
was his eldest son Pranavi (Rupoh)
who continued the family tradition
of making music a part of life. En-
trusted with the task of composing
music for his father’s lyrical poems
and songs from an early age, he lived
up to the great burden his father
had left him with. He never re-
ceived any training in classical mu-
sic, but lived and breathed music.
Every evening at Sonali Pam he
used to play on the harmonium and

s was released
by EMI with the active financial
backing of the poet's cousin broth-
er, tea planter Hemendra Prasad Ba-
rocah. Hazarika's golden voice en-
sured the immense popularity of
this record titled Parvati Prasad
Baruvar Geet Aru Kabita. The
songs in this album were ‘Aji Phag-
unar Pua Belate', ‘Aahin Mahiya Se-
wali Sorile’, ‘Heyro Boliya Nayan
Bhari Bhari Sa’, ‘Maaj Nisha Mor
Endhar Ghorot’, ‘Been Boragi’ (a
recitation), ‘Kihor Ragid Jola Kola
Hol?", ‘Bojale Aahine Banhi Ne Been'
and ‘Jai Brata Sankalpa Bhagi'.

In 1984 the third record “Tomar

1ti’ was released.
« ven songs. Soon
lh; songs uf the Geetikavi were
on everyone's lips. He had at long
last received his due recognition
in the cultural life of Assam. In

Csm "

1971 the Sahitya Sabha published |

a volume of his collected works
called Parvati Prasad Baruvar
Rasanavali. This book familiarised
the academic world with the po-
et’s works. His poem “Tor Nai Je
Bondhowa Bat' was included in the
syllabus of the Assamese litera-
ture paper of SEBA's HSLC Ex-
amination. Sukula Dawor Oi Ko-
hua Phud, a collection of poems
was included in the Master’s de-
gree syllabus of the Gauhati
University.

The Jonaki Mel is also a unique
constituent of the poet’s legacy. In
1929, while at Sarusorai TE situat-
ed near Jorhat in upper Assam, Par-
vati Prasad held the first Jonaki Mel
(a moonlight musical soiree) at the
tea garden bungalow. It was a gath-
ering of like-minded souls which
he called saradi sandhivar jonaki
mel. Its first and foremost rule was
that there were no rules. Whoev-
er came to the Jonaki Mel could
come on to the stage and perform.
These moonlight soiréés were lat-
er held at his home in Sonari Son-
ali Paam, at Shillong and Guwahati,
and found a place in the annals of
Assam’s cultural history.

(This article, commemorating the
Geetikavi's 59th death anniversary,
has been excerpted from Dr Paromi-
ta Das's book Geetikavi, The Poetry
of Parvati Prasad Baruva)

He composed two dance dramas, ‘Lakhimi’ and ‘Sonar Soleng'.
Parvati Prasad wrote two book of poems in his lifetime called 'Bhonga Tukarir Sur' and
'Khel Bhonga Khel'. 'The Assam Sahitya Sabha' later compiled all his work in a book
called Parvati Prasad Baruva Rasanawali. It includes two of his previously unpublished
books called 'Mayapi' and 'Mou Tukari'. During his lifetime, Parvati Prasad published three
books of his songs. They are 'Gungunani', 'Luiti' and 'Sukula Dawor Oi Kohuwa Phul'.
Parvati Prasad was the first person to introduce the famous 'Jonaki Mel'; which was a
gathering of like-minded people where one could come on to the stage with - an
entertainment item like a song, a dance item, a poem, a joke or a talk. Today, in Assam,
the jonakl mel epltomlzes Parvati Prasad’s creative spirit.

Marvatl Mragad, at the age
of ten, for the firgt time,
played the part of "Joymoti,
in a play staged by the local
theater group. In 1921, he
ctarted a hand written
monthly magazine called
‘Jhupitora. At the same
time he, along with hig elder
brother and friendg,
founded a literary
organization called
‘Bimalalaya’ that held
literary diccuegiong
reqularly. Later the group
started another "hand
written magazine called
Ghar Jeuti’




IWhat is Hate Speech?

Amid global outrage, BJP acts
against leaders for hate remarks|-

The party suspends Nupur Sharma, Naveen Kumar for communal comments

There is no international legal
definition of hate speech, and
the characterization of what is
‘hateful” is controversial and
disputed.

NISTULA HEBBAR
SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

During the thous <
of the history of India, ¢

O The placatory expulsion

of two key members and

The Bharatiya Janata Party religion has blossomed and flourished. spokespersons of the BJP from ¢ The term hate SpCCCh is
(BIP) on Sunday suspended IUI’rcs;xus(nll rchgmn\ IiJl’smm;.,I\ Imprlmarymenjhenhlp,d(mc . understood as any kind of
its  spokesperson Nupur under duress o

i v threats from external

Sharma and the media cell communication in speech,

head of its Delhi unit, Na-
veen Kumar, from the prim-
ary membership of the party
following objectionable and
communal statements made
by them on Prophet Mu-
hammed and Islam.

The disciplinary action
comes amid a diplomatic
outrage, especially in West
Asian nations. Qatar’s fo-
reign office summoned In-
dian envoy Deepak Mittal,
while Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu is on an official
visit there. Social media was
flooded with protests, with a
call to boycott Indian pro-
ducts in the Gulf countries.

On Friday, violence broke
out in Kanpur over the re-
marks made by the BJP
leaders.

An official statement by
the External Affairs Ministry
said that Mr. Mittal “con-
veyed [to Qatari authorities]
that the tweets do not, in any
manner, reflect the views of
the Government of India.
These are the views of fringe
elements... strong action has
already been taken against
them.”

I \ S
y against any ideology
which insults or demeans
any sect or religion. The BJP
does not promote such

people or philosophy |
ARUN SINGH,

BJP LEADER

powers, exposes the
= ! much toutmnuscular

tioning of the BJP

” and the Modi government|

RANDEEP SURJEWALA,
CONGRESS
SPOKESPERSON

West Asian nations demal
public apology from India“ o’

SUHASINI HAIDAR

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE

NEW DELHI

The government on Sunday
faced a growing diplomatic
storm over comments made
by two suspended BJP lead-
ers, as countries in the Gulf
region summoned Ambassa-
dors and conveyed their
concern about growing “ex

tremism and hatred” the
comments signified.

Qatar and Kuwait sum-
moned India’s Ambassadors
in Doha and Kuwait City, res-
pectively, and demanded a
“public apology” from New
Delhi for the comments that

ber of other Arab nations are
understood to have infor-
mally conveyed their con-
cerns over the comments to
India. The controversy
erupted even as Vice-Presi-
dent M. Venkaiah Naidu be-
gan his visit to Doha, part of
a three-nation tour. The Ira-
nian protest came three days
before the Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian is due to make his
first visit to Delhi.
Meanwhile, the 57-nation
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation also issued a
“strong condemnation” of
what it called “abuses by an
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writing or behaviour, that
attacks or uses pejorative or
discriminatory language with
reference to a person or a
group based on their religion,
ethnicity, nationality, race,
colour, descent, gender or other

comments to previous decif  T.K. Viswanathan Committee:

sions to ban the hijab at edu
cational institutions in cer]
tain Indian States, violencq
against minorities, and de|
molitions of their property.

Pakistan Prime Ministe
Shehbaz Sharif called th
comments “hurtful”, and aq}
cused the Modi governmen|
of “trampling [on] religiou.

o

It submitted a report

recommending stricter laws
to curb online hate speech
and use of cyberspace to
spread hatred and incitement.

freedoms and persecuting Bezbaruah committee: "

Muslims”.

The Indian Embassy il
Doha and Kuwait subse)
quently issued statement
clarifying that the commentj
“did not reflect the views 0|
the Government of India”.

o

It was constituted by the
Centre in 2014 in the wake of
a series of racial attacks on
persons belonging to the

were considered “Islamo-  official of the ruling party of

northeast.

Provisions regarding Hate Speech

*  Section 153A IPC penalises ‘promotion of enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place ot birth,
residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to' maintenance of harmony’.

»  Section 153B IPC penalises ‘imputations, assertions prejudicial to national-integration’.

*  Section 295A IPC penalises ‘deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by
insulting its religion or religious beliefs’.

+  Section 298 IPC penalises “uttering, words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound the religious feelings of any person’.

»  Section 505 IPC penalises publication or circulation of any statement, rumour or report causing public mischief and
enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes.

»  Part VII of the Representation of People Act, 1951 classifies hate speech as an offence committed during elections into
two categories: corrupt practices and electoral offences. The relevant provisions regarding hate speech in the RPA are
Sections 8,.8A, 123(3), 123(3A) and 125.

* In the realm of the hate speech debate, the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) assumes significance as Item 1 (General
Conduct) of the MCC prohibits parties and candidates from making any appeals to caste or communal-feelings for
securing votes.




lhlll e of
Adva rd\l i bes

7 June 2022 [\’j LUCEN 41

‘l~1

Daily MCQ for APSC CCE

Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) 1s an
initiative of which of the following countries?

A.India
B.USA
C. Japan
D.China

Correct Answer is B. USA:
The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) is an
independent U.S. foreign assistance agency that is helping

lead the fight against global poverty. As of September 2017,
MCC has formed partnership in 46 countries around the world
including Nepal. Nepal is the only country in South Asia that
MCC provided fund.
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To watch, click this link:
https://youtu.be/yHDOETPPowlI
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https://youtu.be/yHD0ETPPowI
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To watch, click this link:
https://youtu.be/C6UGIfkf59E
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https://youtu.be/C6UG9fkf59E

Did you notice?

The Candidates of APSC CCE 2020 batch had...

» almost 17 Months to prepare for Prelims, 1
» only 3 Months to prepare for Mains,
» only 7 Days to prepare for Interview.

Start preparing for MAINS,

RIGHT AWAY!

Foundation » Prelims  »Mains Both Online/Offline | Starting from
Course » Interview Classes Available 13 June 2022

. PSIR (Obti i Online (Evening) | Starting from
Comprehensive (Optional) Classes 14 June 2022
Course
for Obti ] Hist Opti I Both Online/Offline | Starting from
or p ioha 15 ory( p Iona ) Classes Available 11/12 June 2022

Call/WhatsApp: +91 70990 06849 or +91 6913 007 777
Visitt WWW.LUCENTIAS.COM



