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IMD issues ‘red alert’ rt F

for rains in Assam lVJ

Many rivers flowmg above
danger level in State

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 17:
The Indian Meteorological
Department today upgrad-
ed its rainfall warning in
Assam from ‘orange’ (be
prepared) to ‘red’ (take ac-
tion) in the next two days,
even as several rivers
were flowing above danger
levels and their trends stat-
ed to be rising.

Due to moisture incur-
sion from Bay of Bengal,
moderate rain is very like-
ly to occur at most places
over Assam during the
next five days. Thunder-
storm, lightning and heavy
rain are also likely to occur
at isolated places over the
State in the next few days,
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an IMD forecast said.

According to the Central
Water Commission, river
Kopili at Kampur in Nagaon
district continues to flow in
‘extreme flood situation’. It
was flowing at a level of
62.03 m with a ‘rising
trend’ which is 1.53 m
above its ‘danger level’ of
60.5 m and 0.24 m above its
previous ‘high flood level’
of 61.79 m.

The Barak river in Cach-
ar, Kushiara in Karimganj,
Burhi Dehing in Dibrugarh,
Jia Bharali in Sonitpur, De-
sang in Sivasagar and Brah-
maputra in Jorhat and Sonit-
pur were also flowing above
the danger level. The wa-
ter level trends of most of
the rivers were rising.
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It is issued by the IMD whose objectiVe is to alert
people ahead of severe or hazardous weather

~which has the potential to cause damage,

widespread disruption or danger to life.

- Warnings are updated daily.

The IMD uses 4 colour codes are:
. Gréen .(AII is wéll): No a‘dvisory is iséued.
- Yellow (Be Aware): Yellow indicates severely
bad weather spanning across several days. It
also suggests that the weather could change

- for the worse, causing disruption in day-to- -
~ day activities.

+ Orange/Amber (Be prepared) The orange
alert is issued as a warning of extremely bad
~ weather with the potential of disruption in
commute with road and rail closures, and
interruption of power supply.

* Red (Take Action): When the extremely bad
weather conditions are certainly going to
. disrupt travel and power and have significant
risk to life, the red alert is issued.



WPI inflation hits record 15.08%
in April on costlier food, fuel

INFLATION and WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX
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NEW DELHI, May 17:
Wholesale price-based infla-
tion shot up to a record high
of 15.08 per cent in April af-
ter the heatwave led to a
spike in prices of perishables
such as fruits and vegetables,
bolstering the possibility of
RBI raising the interest rate
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The Wholesale Price In-
lex (WPI)-based inflation at
5.08 per cent is the highest
rint on record in the cur-

double-digit mﬂatwn and ar-
guments of a low base no
longer hold.

Considering the old series
as well, the last time WPI
inflation was higher than this
was in August 1991, when it
was at 16.06 per cent.

All sub-heads (food, fuel,
and manufacturing) regis-
tered an acceleration in infla-
tion in April with fuel and
power inflation noting the
sharpest increase.

“The high rate of inflation
in April 2022 was primarily
due to rise in prices of min-
eral oils, basic metals, crude
petroleum and natural gas,
food articles, non-food arti-
cles, food products and chem-
icals and chemical products,
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etc., as compared to the cor-  cent in March.

responding month of the pre-
vious year,” the commerce
and industry ministry said in
astatement.

Inflation in food articles
was 8.35 per cent as prices
of vegetables, wheat, fruits
and potato witnessed a
sharp spike over the year-
ago period. The rate of
price rise in vegetables was
23.24 per cent, while in po-
tato it was 19.84 per cent,
fruits (10.89 per cent),
wheat (10.70 per cent).

Core inflation accelerated
for the third consecutive
month to 11.1 per cent from
10.9 per cent in March 2022,
Manufactured products infla-
tion was also up at 10.9 per
cent in April from 10.7 per

Inflation in food articles
was 8.35 per cent as prices
of vegetables, wheat, fruits
and potato witnessed a
sharp spike over the year-
ago period.

In the fuel and power bas-
ket, inflation was 38.66 per
cent, while in manufactured
products and oil seeds, it was
10.85 per cent and 16.10 per
cent, respectively.

Inflation in crude petrole-
um and natural gas was 69.07
per cent in April.

Data released last week
showed that retail inflation
rose to a near eight-year high
of 7.79 per cent in April, re-
maining above the Reserve
Bank's inflation target for the
fourth straight month. - PTI
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Wholesale Price Index?.

® [t measures the changes in the prices of goods sold
and traded in bulk by wholesale businesses to other
businesses.

® Published by the Offlce of Economic Advuser Mlnlstry
- of Commerce and Industry. '

® Itis the most widely used inflation indicator in India
B Major criticism for this index is that the general public
does not buy products at wholesale price.

M The base year of All-India WPI has been revised from
2004-05 t0 2011-12 in 2017.

Consumer Price Index or CPI is.the measure of
changes in the price level of a basket of consumer
goods and services bought by households. CPl is a
numerical estimation calculated using the rates of a
sample-of representative objects the prices of which
are gathered penod|cally

« The CPI captures changes in pnce Ievel at the
consumer level. - -

+ Changes in prices at the producer level are
tracked by the Wholesale Price Index (WPI). -

«. CPIl can capture the change in the prices of.
services which the WPI cannot.



“Importance of quality fisnseed

m DrDhruba Jyoti Sharma, Dr Sanjay Sarma

ndia has made remarkable
progress in the develop of

ingonan average 9700 million fish

its fishery sector in the last 70

years. In 1950-51 India’s fish
production was 7.5 lakh metric tonnes

present 1
million metric tonnes every year in
which the inland sector growth rate
of about 6.5 per cent, contributes
around 55 per cent of it. This sector
occupies an important place in the
national economy. It provides valua-
ble foreign exchange and employ-
ment to millions of people. It is also
instrumental in providing sources of
hvchhmd fnr a largL section of the

o back d resource

‘fry’ lly for the last three years.
However, standardised fish seed of
quality fingerlings at the right time
is yet to be achieved uniformly
throughout the State.
Quality fish seed is the main input
for fish farming practices which de-
termines the overall production sce-
nario of fish. The term quality fish
seed refers to prescribed species,
standard size, healthy, able to grow
fast in pond environment and discase
resistant. The progress of inland fish-
ery, particularly the culture sector is
attributed to the success of induced

poor population of the country. India
is the second largest producer of
farmed fish after China. According to
the recent livestock census, the coun-
try has a population of around 15
million fishers. This sector contrib-
utes 104 per cent to the total GDP
and 5.34 per cent o the GDP from.
agriculture and allied activities.
Known as the sunrise sector, fish-
ery has recorded faster growth as
compared to the crop and livestock
sectors. Carps account for as much
as 87 per cent of the total aquacul-
ture production in India. This is
achieved by combining mainly cul-
ture practices with strong traditional
knowledge and by applying scientif-
ic strategies in management.
Fromall its water resources, As-
sam has achieved a fish production
level of about 393 million kilograms
(2020-21) which is about 6 per cent
more than in the previous year. The
State is the third highest producer
of fish seed in the country produc-

breeding technique. The success of
induced breeding technique, hatch-
ery production of major carps seed,
has come to replace the earlier prac-
tice of collecting spawn from rivers
and rearing the same to stocking size.

It is generally difficult for fish farm-
ers to know the quality of fish seed
from outer appearance. Seed pro-
ducers take the advantage of this and
sell poor quality fish seed to the farm-
ers. This results in less production
of table fish after farming 8-10 months.
in the farmer’s pond. The serious is-
sues associated with quality fish seed
production and causing detenioration
in the sced quality is mainly inbreed-
ing, such as breeding of related fish
species which causes deterioration
in the seed of offspring. Again, if
mixed spawning of fish practised by
most seed producers continues, con-
servation of the native fish species
shall be extremely difficult as the
practice results in production of un-
desirable hybrids. Induced breeding
of undersized mature fish is a very
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common practice in most of the  seedproductiontomeet the localde-  seed and for conservation purpos-
hatcheries which needs to be  mand, timely supply with reasona- e, there are some restrictions on
stopped. Another important reason  ble cost and the village's self-reliance  fishery rules for catching the gravid
for poor quality fish seed is the poor  in quality fish seed. Another impor-  fish frumthepmchimedﬁshetiu
brood stock management which  tant feature of fish seed village isthat  and for using some kinds of fishing
should be developed and unplanned it may unite the farmers of the vil-  netsin the proclaimed fisheries. For
cross breeding of different species  lage for d enhy le, catching of brood fish (fish
should be stopped. Seed produced  confidence in marketingand under-  carrying eggs and sperm) is prohib-
from brood stock collected fromnat-  standing the concept of quality fish  ited during the season beginning
ural sources such as rivers, tributar- _ seed among the farmers as per  from the first day of the month of
ies and beels is reported to show | norms lad down under the Assam | April and ending on the fifteen day
more than 20 per cent growth and | Fish Seed Rule, 2010, Because of | of the month of July, both days inclu-
more than 30 per cent survival chanc- — known sources of fish seed, the pro-  sive, in any proclaimed fishery.
es than seed produced from pond-  ducers will be able to grow big fish  Again, catching and Killing, by any
reared fish. within a specific time period and at  method, of fish for any purpose what-

The quality of fish seed depends  the same time consumers will be  soever including consumption and
on the scientific ranmpaumﬁ)l selling of undersize fish is prohibit-
lowed in p and - societies are acuvely in-  ed between the first day of August
menlofbm:dsmckpmd.Tomuv mlvedmlmnmnglhelngh -yielding andlhela:ldaydOctobef
availability of quality fishseedinthe  varieties from the National Fresh A
State, the rearing infrastructure is ~ Water Brood Bank, Odisha particu-  needs to be organised exlenswely
being developed under several  larly amur carp, jayanti rohu and  among fish seed producers, grow-
projects of the fishery department  improved catla. Already several  ersand distributors to highlight the
and other agencies. However, the  crore high-yielding fish seedarebe-  importance of quality fish seed for
new concept of development of qual-  ing marketed by these groups which  higher fish production and to accel-
ity fish seed through fish farmers  will have a positive impact on fish  erate the Blue Revolution process
producers companies (FFPC) and  production in the State. in the State. Without availability of
MR ToopeT Ve SOCetes of To address some of the con-  quality seed at the farmer’s doorstep
FISHFED has been adopted under  straints attributed to inadequate fish  at the right time and without eco-
World Bank-funded project Assam  production in the State, the govern-  friendly methods adopted in fish farm-
Agri-business and Rural Transforma-  ment had recently taken up several  ing, the Blue Revolution will remain
tion Project (APART). Under This . measures with a holistic approach.  afar cry. To sustain the drive the seed
project a group of trained fish farm- ~ One of the important measures is  producers should plan to raise the
ersare involved mproductionofqual-  enactment of the Assam Fish Seed  brood fish in their farms and replen-
ity fish seed of various cultivable fish ~ Act, 2005and Fish Seed Rule 2010, ish the old brood stock periodically
species and catering to their own  thefirstofits kindinthe country for ~ as per existing norms. Genetic
needs, fellow farmers of the village  production of quality fish seed un-  awareness and introduction of new
and farmers of neighbouring villages  der the Assam Fishery Rule 1953.  fish variety campaign which has al-
inappropriate time and at affordable  As per the Act, it is mandatory for  ready been started should be accel-
cost. The fish seed village conceptis  all those people who are seed pro-  erated inamassive way. The fish seed
improving the fish seed production  ducers, growers, importers, ex-  producers and growers should be ed-
system inan organised mannerand  porters, etc., toregister theirnames  ucated and trained in planned breed-
inacompact area, replacingpoor qual-  and obtain licence from the district  ing in such a way that they can con-
ity seed with new high yielding vani-  fisheries development officer con-  stantly supply quality seed to the
eties, increasing the quantity of fish  cerned. To ensure availability of fish ~ farmers engaged in this avenue.

Fisheries are the primary source of livelihood for several communities.
India is the world’s second-largest fish producer with exports worth more than Rs 47 000 crore.

Fisheries are the country’s single-largest agriculture export, with a growth rate of 6 to 10 per cent

in the past five years.
Its significance is underscored by the fact that the growth rate of the farm sector in the same period is
_around 2.5 per cent,
It has a marine flsher populatlon of 3 5 m|II|on 10 5 m|II|on people are engaged in |nland flshery and
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National Fisheries Policy r 2020
The National Fisheries Pollcy 2020 has been drafted merglng three exustlng pohcnes namely

1 National Policy on Marine Fisheries, 2017 (NPMF)
-2 Draft National Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy (NIFAP)
3 Draft National Mariculture Policy (NMP)
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* Recently, The Indian Air Force has successfully test-fired an
extended-range version of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile
in the Bay of Bengal.

It i1s a joint venture between the Defence Research and
Development Organisation of India (DRDO) and the NPOM
of Russia.

* It is named after two important rivers; Brahmaputra and
Moskva of India and Russia respectively.

* |t can be launched from land, air and sea.

* Brahmos is the fastest cruise missile in the world currently
with the speed of Mach 2.8
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SARAS Mark 2

* The National Aerospace Laboratories has successfully
validated the digital anti-skid brake management system
developed for SARAS Mark?2 - 19 seat Light Transport aircratt.

» It is the first Indian multi-purpose civilian aircraft in the light
transport aircraft.

It 1s designed by the National Aerospace
Laboratories (NAL).

* Digital Anti-Skid Braking System integration on SARAS
Mark 2 will benefit operation from airfields with short
runways to boost regional air connectivity.




